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The Essential Power 


By Rev. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


History is more reliable as an interpreter than theology; cheology 
speculates, history records. Jesus said, “And ye shall receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost has come upon you.” He had a great work to commit 
to unfit hands; an uncompleted work to leave to “unlearned and ignorant 
men.” They were to re- ceive power. Not a power 
to work miracles; not a Maz, power to organize men for 
service; not a power of learning, in all of which 
the world has grown , > weary in vain efforts at 
redemption. These unfit men waited ten days, dur- 
ing wnich they prayed, / TF ait 2 and then the power came; 
it filled their hearts and | i : rested in lambent flame 
and quivering force upon | j fe all their lives. Out there 
in the temple area is a | surging multitude cf men, 
the sort which made up y =) the mob around Pilate’s 
judgment _ seat. These \ /} power-filled men tell them 
plainly and without apolo- \ / gy that they had crucified 
the sent of heaven, and that his blood had stained 
their garments. Why did not that crowd cry-—Away 
with these men! Crucify them! as we did their Mas- 
ter? Instead of that hiss- J. F. BurNerr ing, hateful cry, which 
had rent the air but fifty days before, a head goes 
down here, a sob breaks forth there, and the whole 
vast throng is convulsed with sorrow, and cries out, “Men and brethren what 
shall we do?” And the same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls. Two churches were now in Jerusalem; the one with mil- 
lions of members and a magnificent temple in which to worship, the other 
a little company of three thousand souls, without temple, history, or ritual. 
The masses believed in the church that worshiped in the temple, but the 
power was in the church of Pentecost. The church that had no living 
Christ was *scomed; its house was desolate, and its power gone. The wealth 
of the world was at the disposal of the one; poverty marked the other. 
The one with temple and wealth and prestige ceased; the one with power 
increased. 

In the light of this historic event we can understand why the Master 
dared to leave His uncompleted work in hands so unfit to receive it. They 
could not be fit until the Holy Ghost had come upon them. Had they under- 
taken to write the life of our Lord before Pentecost, we would have had 
more curious details, but the living gospel would have been wanting. Who 
knows the number of such biographies that may have been written and have 
perished along with the powerless, Holy Ghostless sermons that have been 
preached. 
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No. 696—What Became of Paul? 


Question—What became of Paul? Did he die a nat- 


ural death? 

He did not die a natural death, but was 
beheaded on the Ostian Road, just outside 
of Rome, likely in the year 67 A. D. The 
exact date is uncertain, but this much is 
sure, it was before the passing of Nero in 
the year 68 A. D., because Nero died in 
that year, and Paul was beheaded by order 
of Nero. Read 2 Tim. 4: 6-8, and you will 
see how Paul viewed his departure. The 
fact that these words were written in Rome 
lends a strong background to the thought 
that he was put to death in or near that 
city. 


No. 697—The Home Department 


Is the Home Department connected with, 


Is the Cradle Roll a 


Question 
or a part of, the Sunday-school ? 
part of the local Sunday-school ? 

Most certainly, both the Home Depart- 
ment and the Cradle Roll are parts of the 
Sunday-school, and should be as much un- 
der the control of the Sunday-school as 
any class in it. Any effort to make one or 
the other of these departments independent 


of the main school, or any other class or 
department, is full of mischief and will 
almost certainly bring trouble. Let the 


church control the Sunday-school always, 
and let the Sunday-school always control its 
own classes and all of its departments, as 
otherwise you will bring confusion into the 
work of the school and so greatly retard, 
if not destroy, the usefulness of the school. 
One of the dangerous tendencies of this day 
is to have many leaders, and each one inde- 
pendent of all others, so far as possible, but 
that is not the safe way. Let Christ be 
ur Leader, and all of us be brethren un- 
der Him. See 1 Cor. 1:12, 18. 


No, 698—May Such Be Baptized? 


Question—Has a minister of the Christian Church 
a right to baptize a person who has accepted Christ 
s his Savior, but has not united with the church? 

In my judgment, any minister would 


have the right to do so, provided he has 
no just cause to question the sincerity of 
the candidate. It is not joining the church 
that qualifies one to be baptized, but accept- 
ing Christ, including all that fact implies, 
such as repentance, faith, regeneration, and 
conformity to the teachings of God’s Word. 
‘If a man has become a Christian, I would 
not refuse him baptism, even though he 
had not united with the church, unless it 
should come to me that his course was the 
outcome of an unworthy motive. In that 
case, I would not baptize one in or out of 
the church. The Christian Church has no 
rule on this question, so far as I am in- 
formed, except that found in Acts 8: 27: 
“If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest.” Do not understand me to advo- 
cate people, who profess to be Christians, 
living out of the Church. No, no—they 
ought to unite with the Church; indeed, 


since they have become united with Christ, 
I think generally they will unite with some 
church when they have been united with 
Christ in regeneration, and yet there may 
be some circumstances in which one might 











be excused for not uniting with the Church 


for a short time. For instance, a man is 
visiting a distance from home. He is con- 
verted, and when he sees the young converts 
going down into the water, he wishes to 
go with them and be baptized, although he 
has not united with the church, I would 
baptize him gladly. In a case of that, or a 
similar sort, I should not hesitate to bap- 
tize him, and so there might be some other 
circumstances under which I would baptize 
a person who had not yet united with the 
Church. 

No. 699—Can a Home Be 


Question—Cannot a home, 
ground, or a house, be holy? 


Most certainly, it not only can be, but it 
ought to be, and it may be, if the inmates 
of the home will but live in right relation- 
ship to the Lord and Master. He is our 
pattern of holiness. Did He not say: “Be 
ye holy, for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1: 16) 
If you should ask me what I believe to be 
the greatest single lack of the Church to- 
day, I should have no hesitancy in answer- 
ing in one word: HOLINESS. If the 
Church were holy as the Lord has planned 
it should be, then it could and would over- 
come every enemy and carry the gospel to 
the end of the world. The Church is seek- 
ing almost everything that can be any help 
to her in her great task, except the true 
Scriptural type of Bible holiness. Let me 
here and now say that the Church can nev- 
er find a substitute for HOLINESS. There 
is nothing that can take its place. The 
Church must have HOLINESS, or fail. 
That is, as I understand it, God’s plan for 
making the Church a mighty power in win- 
ning the world to Christ and in making the 
Church conqueror through Jesus. Shall we 
seek this heavenly outfit? If so, when? 
NOW. 


Holy? 


as well as a spot of 


No, 700—May We Criticise Faise Teachers? 

Question—Do you think it is wrong to criticise a 
minister when his teaching is misleading and un- 
scriptural? This man says it is wrong to look for 
the second coming of Christ—that the Old Testament 
writers were mistaken in what they had to say of 
His second coming—that the early apostles and the 


writer of the Second Epistle of Peter were also 
mistaken in what they had to say of the second 
coming of Christ. Is it not much more likely that 
this man was wrong rather than the inspired writers 
of the Holy Bible? 


According to our best judgment he is 
wrong in saying that these men of old were 
mistaken in teaching the second coming of 
Christ. Perhaps no subject is mentioned 
more frequently in the Bible than the sec- 
ond coming of the Christ. We suspect that 
your preacher is at least in sympathy with 
higher criticism, since so much of what the 
higher critics say along the line of specu- 
lative and supernatural matters is based on 
what they call the mistakes of the sacred 
writers. You know that one of their special 
claims is that these men of old, who thought 
they were inspired, were mistaken. Well, 
I prefer to believe such a minister mistaken 
rather than the men who were inspired of 
God. I recall the fact that it was not long 
ago that we had a noted infidel going 
through this country, giving lectures on The 
Mistakes of Moses. No doubt he knows now 








whether it was Moses who was mistaken or 
himself, but we believe it was not Moses 
who was mistaken, but the infidel lecturer. 
It is also true that we believe the higher 
critics who go around prating about the 
mistakes of Bible writers are just as surely 
mistaken as was Bob Ingersoll as to that 
matter. I like to stand by the preachers 
of the gospel and will do it, just so far as 
I can believe that they are telling the truth, 
according to the Bible, but when they de- 
part from the Word of God, there we sep- 
arate, and if need be I must tell my hear- 
ers that I believe the preacher is in error. 
I do not like controversy, certainly not for 
controversy’s sake, but it is necessary to re- 
sist false teaching. It was Jude who urged 
the people of God earnestly to contend for 
the faith once deliver to the saints, and so 
far as I know that injunction for God’s 
people has not been recalled. I have no 
hairs to split, no quibbles to offer over the 
second coming of Christ, and as long as 
Acts 1: 10, 11 stands in the inspired record 
of the things which are shortly to come to 
pass, I expect to continue to believe in the 
return of the Christ, or as we ordinarily put 
it, in the second coming of Christ. Of 
course, I would advise you and others, when 
differing from your pastor, as to the cor- 
rectness of what he teaches, to be respect- 
ful in your criticism of him, but I should 
stand true to what the Word of God teaches. 
By that I mean, do not fly off and show a 
bad temper in your opposition to his teach- 
ing, but be firm and stand by the Bible. 
He may insist that you have made a mis- 
take in your interpretation of Bible teach- 
ing. Let him insist, but you stand, and 
having done all, stand by the Bible, for 
while so standing, you are not likely to go 


very far astray. 
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LET US TEACH THE BIBLE 


HE Christian needs to study his 

{ Bible. Merely reading occasionally 

is not enough—does not put us in 
possession of sufficient truth to give real 
vigor to the life. 

But if we are to study the Bible, we must 
have system about it. The pupil in school 
would never master his lessons if he simply 
read the books now and then, without any 
order. He must get ready to recite, to tell 
his teacher what he knows of the subject 
of the study. To do this in any intelligent 
way, he must study the lesson systematical- 
ly and thoroughly. 

The same is true of older people in the 
study of the Bible. If they simply read the 
Bible now and then, they will never know 
much of its teachings. Every Christian 
ought to set apart some hour of the day, 
or the night, to study the Bible, and when 
that hour comes let nothing stand in the 
way of the performance of that duty, at 
least nothing over which he has control. 
There must be a resolution to this end, and 
you must conform to your resolution. This 
is very vital in the Christian life, as the 
Christian maintains under the Spirit his 
strength in the divine life by the truth 
which he is able to appropriate from God’s 
Word. 

One fact which is not generally recogniz- 
ed, but so essential to the full development 
of Christian character, is that the very life 
of God abides in His Word. We might say 
it is the nourishing phase of the divine life 
which abides in His Word, so that we get 
that life only as we take the truth of the 
Bible into our own hearts and minds. If 
one reads but little, and that not systemat- 
ically, we may be sure that such an one will 
be a weak Christian. No man can be a 
strong and active Christian without imbib- 
ing largely of the truth. If you desire to 
be a strong and active Christian, you must 
be a student of the Bible and you must 
study it for heart-enrichment, not merely to 
know, for the sake of knowing, but to know 
for the sake of growing into the likeness 
of our Lord. 

There are two ways the common people 
may greatly aid themselves in the study 
of the Bible. First, give some time to its 
study every day. Let no ordinary excuse 
or cause prevent you from doing so. There 
are two ways which are very helpful for 
the common people in the study of the Bible. 


1. Read systematically and frequently the 
same passage. For instance, suppose for 
the last forty years it had been the cus- 
tom of a certain family to read the Sunday- 
school lesson over once a day for the entire 
week preceding the day on which the lesson 
was to be recited in the Sunday-school, who 
can imagine how much the members of that 
family would know of Bible truth? You 
see, reading fifteen or twenty verses over 
every day for seven days would put a great 
deal of the truth contained in said lesson 
into the hearts and minds of those so read- 
ing it. Then let us try that. The plan is 





simple and well suited to the average Chris- 
tian man or woman, or boy and girl. Take 
the plan and stick to it. It will give you 
system and frequent reading of the Scrip- 
tures and that every professing Christian 
needs. 

2. Commit Scripture, even in smail por- 
tions, to memory regularly. It will do a 
great deal to stock your memory with the 
most precious truths of God’s Word, and 
that in itself will make you a strong Chris- 
tian, under the blessings of God. We be- 
lieve to-day the best study we ever did as a 
preparation for the great work of preach- 
ing the gospel was done when a child, in the 
Sunday-school, when the teacher encourag- 
ed the child to commit to memory passages 
of Scripture. We well recall the old Child’s 
Scripture Question Book, and how it took 
much of the teacher’s time to hear what 
was learned during the week. It was chap- 
ter after chapter, familiarizing the child 
with the Old Testament. Later we came to 
the New Testament, and there it was a 
plain matter of committing to memory the 
very words of Jesus, as recorded in the Gos- 
pels. The influence of that work has never 
deserted the child, during these fifty years, 
and to-day it abides a blessing. We com- 
mend the plan to the heads of families and 
to Sunday-school teachers—it is the best in- 
vestment of time a Christian can make. 


“WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE TIMES?” 


It is said that the difference between the 
blunder of a small man and a great man is 
that the blunder of the great man is so 
much more dangerous to society. If this 
be ,true, it is also true that a right thing 
done by a great man may be far more pro- 
lific for good than if the same thing had 
been done by a small man. 

Our beloved brother, Mr. Charles Gallau- 
det Trumbull, editor of The Sunday School 
Times, seems to be falling heir to a good 
bit of criticism. We believe he will not be 
driven by criticism from the way God is 
leading him. Criticism is not the worst 
thing among men. The truth is, Mr. Trum- 
bull has received the baptism of the Spirit, 
or an experience of that kind, and, being 
led by the Spirit, he is teaching some things 
which do not please some of our modern 
evolutionists, but all the same Mr. Trum- 
bull is going forward bravely with his work. 
He does not need our help, but we are glad 
to stand with him on the points involved. 

We saw recently in The Christian-Evan- 
gelist an amazing statement in regard to 
Mr. Trumbull as the editor of The Sunday 
School Times, as follows: 


In one of the most informing articles he 
has ever written, Lyman Abbott in a recent 
number of the Outlook, deals vigorously 
with The Sunday School Times. Dr. Ab- 
bott shows with his old-time vigor of 
thought and statement that the attitude of 
the Times in denying the doctrine of the 
universal brotherhood of man is a reversion 
to a distinctly pre-Christian position. 


Which leads us to inquire, what is wrong 
with The Sunday School Times? There was 
a day when this journal stood in the very 
forefront of the religious press procession. 
At that time, however, it did not convey the 
impression of a lack of familiarity with the 
parable of the Good Samaritan or the com- 
panion parable of the Prodigal Son. It was 
no less orthodox than it is to-day, but it 
was a deal more charitable and consider- 
ably less given to fads. The Sunday School 
Times has a great heritage, but the present 
age soon forgets a brilliant father in the 
presence of an unsatisfactory son. Let us 
hope that it will read the signs of the times 
and proceed to move forward by moving 
back to its old standards. 

Well! What does that mean? And so 
Lyman Abbott, the new theology man, the 
new thought man, the man who discredits 
whatever does not suit him in the Bible—he 
it is who is attacking Mr. Trumbull because 
he dares to stand by the idea that there 
can be no universal brotherhood, spiritually, 
till men are born into the Kingdom from 
above. We suspect that Mr. Abbott is one 
of the men who do net accept what the 
Bible says, unless it harmonizes with the 
reasoning of his own great mind. In our 
judgment, however, there is authority far 
above that of Mr. Abbott, even though he be 
an evolutionist of the modern kind. Mr. 
Abbott is clamoring for the universal broth- 
erhood of man. He declares because Mr. 
Trumbull insists on men being born again 
as a condition of entering into the brother- 
hood of Christ that he is a reversionist to 
a distinctly pre-Christian position. That is 
Mr. Abbott’s view, but not the Bible view, 
as we understand it. 


Let us hear the view of Jesus Christ on 
the same matter. In John 3: 36, we read: 

“He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” 

That seems to be far from the universal- 
brotherhood-of-man idea. Again we read 
of a people in John 8:44, who were the 
children of the devil. Listen! John says: 

“Ye are of your father, the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, hecause there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own; for he is a liar and 
the father of it.” 

Now, who believes that the children of the 
devil are members of the spiritual brother- 
hood of man? 

Who, according to the Scriptures, are en- 
titled to a place in the brotherhood of the 
saved? According to John 1: 12, only such 
as receive Christ, for to them was given 
power to become the sons of God. Now, 
if a man has not received Christ, how can 
any man claim for him a place in the spir- 
itual brotherhood of man? According to 
the first quotation made above, they that 
have not Christ, have not life, and the 
wrath of God abides upon him. So much 
for Dr. Abbott’s position, as unscriptural a 
position as ever man held on that line. 

The Christian-Evangelist. seeks to reflect 
on the editor of The Sunday School Times 
because of the position he takes on the uni- 
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versal brotherhood of man and _ possibly 
some other questions, saying: 

There was a day when this journal (The 
Sunday School Times) stood in the very 
forefront of the religious press procession. 

And, brother, it stands there to-day, only 
a little further to the front. He is so far 
ahead of some of his critics that they do 
not know where he is, they are just guessing 
that he is in the rear, but he is so far ahead 
that they cannot detect his whereabouts, not 
even by the aid of a field-glass. If you 
think The Times editor knows nothing of 


the parable of the Good Samaritan and the 


Prodigal Son, you just open your columns 
to him and ask him to set forth his views 
on these topics and Jearn whether he lacks 
familiarity with them or not. We greatly 
honored the father of the present editor of 
The Times, but the paper was never, under 
his management, so far to the front as a 
live and wide-awake Sunday-school journal 
as it is to-day, as we believe. 

We think it more appropriate to ask what 
is wrong with The Outlook and The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist. And if we had to answer, 
we should say The Outlook editor is suffer- 
ing from an overdose of Evolution, and 
The Evangelist is suffering from try- 
ing to keep in the company of the 
learned. We cannot join The Evangel- 
ist in wishing that the editor of The Sun- 
day School Times may so read the signs of 
the times as to move forward by moving 
backward to its old standards. No, brother, 
the editor of The Times has taken advanced 
ground in the right direction, and he cannot 
afford, and we do not believe that he will, 
go back to satisfy even the editors of The 
Outlook and The Evangelist. He has heard 
the call of the Master and is moving to 
the front in the Lord’s work. These men 
dislike the editor of The Sunday School 
Times because he is bravely and fearlessly 


standing for Scriptural teaching which is . 


not popular with the men who feel that 
they have learned too much (in the wisdom 
of this world, which is foolishness in God’s 
sight) to humble themselves to a degree 
necessary to become true learners at the 
feet of Jesus. We suggest that these critics 
of The Times editor turn to Matt. 11: 25— 
the suggestion might be helpful. 


LET US LEARN TO DO MORE PER- 
SONAL WORK 

Alas, how many men and women in the 
country, in a Christian country, too, there 
are who have never been once invited to be- 
come a Christian. No wonder they are sur- 
prised that their friends do not call on them 
and give them a personal invitation to come 
to Christ. 


It was only a few years ago that the. 


governor of one of our great States, who 
was known far and near as the friend of 
the liquor business and regarded by many 
as an enemy to all righteousness, was one 
day approached by a fellow man and asked 
to come to Christ and be saved. The gov- 
ernor was very much affected. He said: 
“Why, this is the first time any one has 
ever asked me to become a Christian!” At 
-once he took the matter under serious con- 
sideration. He became a Christian and 
-quickly turned away from the liquor busi- 
ness and became its enemy, and now he is 
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a national figure in the fight for righteous- 
ness. Suppose that one man had kept quiet 
and said nothing to this man, and to-day 
most likely the governor might have still 
been living in sin, without God, and without 
hope and the friend of the whiskey business. 

One day a Christian man felt impelled 
to call on a man of wealth, to ask him to 
become a Christian. It was almost with 
fear and trembling that he undertook the 
task, but when he spoke to the man, tell- 
ing him that he had come to invite him to 
come to Christ, the man said: “I was wait- 
ing for the invitation from you.” No doubt 
there are thousands of men and women in 
every county in the United States in a simi- 
lar situation-——waiting an invitation. They 
would like to become Christians, but they 
are timid and are waiting for some one to 
approach them. Alas, what are we, so many 
of us, doing, that these people are not 
visited to come to Christ for salvation from 
sin? 

We are at fault, and we are at fault not 
because we do not know what we ought to 
do, but we are at fault because we have not 
enough grace in our own hearts to enable 
us to do our duty in such cases. Let us get 
our own hearts full of the Spirit, and then 
we can go to others. Will you make the 
effort? God help you. 


NEW THOUGHT GOING TO SEED 

It is quite likely that every generation 
of humanity from the beginning till this 
day has been interested in new things. A 
new thing is an attraction in itself, and yet 
it is undoubtedly true that a thing may 
be new but worthless, not to say harmful. 
It is therefore wise when approaching a 
new thing to exercise one’s best judgment. 

This love of a new thing was very strong 
in Paul’s day. It was common for the peo- 
ple to meet together for the sole purpose 
of hearing some new things. They would 
sit and listen for hours, if this propensity 
was being satisfied, with an ever-growing 
crowd. The main point of interest was in 
the newness of the thing presented. 

In a way this spirit is dominating the 
present generation in a marked degree. To- 
day it is not easy to hold attention, or to 
command a following, unless the person 
demanding attention has something new to 
present. We hear much now of a new pat- 
riotism, a new education, a new theology, 
a new psychology, new truth, new thought, 
a new this, and a new that, till one is al- 
most persuaded to think that nothing has 
in it real value unless it is new. These peo- 
ple who talk so much of a new thing, really 
seem to think that the word new represents 
all that is worth anything to the modern 
man. They act almost as if the word new 
is true to its meaning, although a great 
many other people are amazed and amused 
because so many of these new things are 
only revamped articles, revamped by a new 
nomenclature. 

In the early part of the twentieth cen- 
tury one of the new things is new thought. 
Many persons seem to feel as if they have 
no hope of ever impressing the world un- 
less they can bring forth some new thing, 
or at least be able to accept new ideas when 
presented by others. Of course, if a new 
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thing has merit, it should be gladly welcom- 
ed and used. The trouble is that things 
which are genuinely new are exceedingly 
scarce. It is only once in a long while that 
some great inventor, or some noted thinker, 
finds and brings to light some really valu- 
able new thing, and therefore we need to 
take up with what claims to be new cauti- 
ously, till its real value has been tested and 
fully established. So many new things 
prove to be in the final examination mere 
humbugs. Surely new thought, if it is true 
and good, is not to be despised by any one. 

Even new thought may be not only worth- 
less, but dangerous to the best interests of 
society. In the first gush of acceptance, it 
may seem very valuable, but ere its race is 
run, it may be forsaken. The tendency with 
the new thought people is to go to extremes 
in order to seem to be up-to-date. In that 
stage of the passion for new things, it is 
not a question of truth or error, of worth 
or worthlessness, so much as it is of new- 
ness. Only recently (Jan. 9) the daily pa- 
pers gave a remarkable incident, illustrat- 
ing this tendency. Mme. Yvette Guilbert 
has announced to the suffragettes that 
henceforth they shall aim to be brutal, not 
sweet and adorned with smiles, as in other 
days, but brutal, and the papers said that 
the suffragettes said they would go out to 
be brutal henceforth. This was called a 
new thing. Let us hope that it is a new 
thing and that it may be short lived. 

Woman brutal! Sweetness and smiles 
are too old to serve this brand of human- 
ity, and brutality is called upon to take the 
lead. That certainly must be a new idea! 
Let us hope it will die while it is new and 
when it dies, may it be forever. Most cer- 
tainly the old idea of sweetness and gentle- 
ness, of modesty and virtue, of purity and 
integrity, of intelligence and womanly 
beauty must not give place to brutality in 
the make-up of woman! To do as Mme. 
Guilbert has ordered is what we call new 
thought going to seed, but as we trust, go- 
ing to seed never to germinate or come to 
fruitage. 


A TRUE IDEAL—TRY TO REACH IT 


Human society needs to be so filled with 
divine life that the unsaved cannot resist 
its power. It can be that way, if only the 
Christian people of a community will get 
together and try, or if they would all try, 
even separately. Times of refreshing come 
not from man, but from the presence of the 
Lord, and when all real Christians are fill- 
ed with the divine life, then the Lord will 
come with refreshing, and if there is any- 
thing an unsaved man cannot stand, it is 
a full manifestation of the saving power 
of Jesus Christ—they cannot resist it, and 
therefore they must do one of two things, 
either they must yield and accept this di- 
vine life for themselves, or they must flee 
its presence. Let the church people be so 
filled with the Christ-life as to carry with 
them a continual manifestation of divine 
power, and we shall see sinners converted. 
Do not forget this suggestion, but try it, 
try it faithfully and long, even till success 
comes. 


God does not demand impossibilities. Do 
what you can.—St. Augustine. 


——E 
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*** Rev. Robert L. Downing has an im- 
portant notice in this issue. 


*** Over one thousand people attended 
the Hofmeister meetings at Brownstown, 
Ind., Sunday, Jan. 7. 


*** Do not miss the message of Rev. J. 
W. Porter, editor Western Recorder—see 
page 7. 


*** The Tampa (Fla.) Morning Tribune 
announces the arrival of Dr. and Mrs. D. A. 
Long in that city for the winter. 


*** Dr. Morrill has an interesting article 
from New York, where he was attending 
the annual meeting of the secretaries of the 
various mission boards in America. 


*** President Harper spent a portion of 
last week in Chicago on business. In re- 
turning he stopped off in Dayton to attend 
the meeting of the Forward Movement Com- 


mittee. ; 


*** Dr. M. T. Morrill returned to the city 
from his visit to the annual meeting of the 
Council of the Mission Boards in New York 
City, on Saturday last. He reports a fine 
meeting and good work. 


*** We regret the feeble health of Rev. 
L. M. Shinkle, Mt. Orab, O. He has again 
and again enriched our HERALD columns 
with valuable thought from his well-trained 
mind. We trust he may be speedily re- 
stored to his usual health. 


*** The special meetings at Hill of Zion 
by our pastor were very helpful—twenty 
confessions, with eighteen added to the 
church. Passive members were changed in- 
to active members in public worship and 
service.—A. S. Lynn, Orient, Iowa. 


*** Last Sunday, Jan. 7, was a high day 
for the Piqua, Ohio Christian church—an 
old man, now eighty-one years of age, join- 
ed the church. The attendance was very 
large morning and evening.—Rev. H. L. 
Bailey, Piqua, Ohio. 


*** The many friends of Rev. O. A. Har- 
ris will be pained to know that he suffered, 


early in last December, a stroke of paraly-— 


‘sis, but he is improving and able to preach 
some. See his letter in Field News. We 
trust he may be speedily restored to good 
health. 


*** Rev. S. B. Klapp has returned to his 
home at Greensboro, N. C., from Johns Hop- 
kins Hospital, where he submitted to a sur- 
gical operation. While he has been much 
relieved, he is not yet able to walk. It will 
be quite a while before he can reenter his 
work as pastor. 


*** Much sickness is reported among our 
missionaries in Porto Rico. Bro. Felix Mage 
has been extremely ill from typhoid fever. 
The last news from his bedside left him 
about the time of his passing the twenty- 
eighth day of the attack. There was hope 
of his recovery at that time. Rev. D. P. 
Barrett was also threatened with the same 
disease, but the last message indicated that 
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he seemed to be escaping this scourge. Mrs. 
Barrett, too, was not in the best of health, 
leaving Miss Williams with her heart and 
hands full. Let our Porto Rican workers 
be remembered in prayer by the men and 
women who pray. 


*** Our Piqua brethren show a willing- 
ness to let their pastor rest comfortably 
when his work is done—they gave him a 
handsome and massive rocking-chair for a 
Christmas present. Keep it in good order, 
Brother Bailey—we hope to have a chance 
to test its comfort some day. 


*** Rev. Morris Peterson, Albert City, 
Iowa, has received and accepted a call to 
succeed Rev. W. P. Minton, at Goshen, Ind. 
We consider our Goshen brethren fortunate 
in securing the services of so gifted a man 
as Brother Peterson. To follow Rev. W. P. 
Minton successfully will require a man of 
all-round ability. We shall expect to hear 
of good results from the united labors of 
Brother Peterson and our Goshen church. 


*** We see it announced in the papers 
that a certain church in the city of Balti- 
more, some little while ago, decided to dis- 
pense with oyster suppers, bazaars, and in- 
stead take a free-will offering on Thanks- 
giving Day. To the surprise and great 
gratification of the whole church, the offer- 
ing amounted to $1,228.80, and the people 
were glad. People are always glad when 
they do things in the Lord’s way, and be- 
yond all doubt the free-will offering is the 
Lord’s way. We wish every church of all 
denominations would do as the Baltimore 
church did, for we believe such a move 
would so please God that His blessings 
would immediately rest upon the churches 
of this land in such degree and power that 
great revivals would soon follow it. If the 
Church of Christ would only bend itself to 
the task of doing its work in God’s way, we 
believe a new day would quickly dawn on 
the church life of the people of the United 
States. Oh, brethren, let us do away with 
these worldly and indirect methods of sup- 
porting the Lord’s work. When that is done, 
we may expect the blessings of God to rest 
upon the churches of this land. 


*** We have a host of church members 
who get out of humor if the preacher says 
anything against the moving picture show. 
They think because we are preachers, we 
are prejudiced against the moving picture. 
Then listen to what a secular newspaper 
says, and see if there is not some reason 
why you should cast your influence against 
the moving picture as we have it ordinarily. 
The Providence Journal says: “A large 
proportion—perhaps eighty per cent.—of 
the films shown in this country are of such 
a character that they ought never to be 
displayed, particularly to boys and girls in 
the most impressionable period of life. They 
present crime and lasciviousness under the 
thinnest veneer or convention. They appeal 
to the passions of those who gaze upon them. 
They invite imitation. They put dangerous 
or unclean thoughts into wholesome and un- 































































They work insidiously—and 


spoiled minds. 
sometimes even with startling frankness— 


to achieve their improper ends. Conditions 
at Providence are not substantially differ- 
ent from conditions elsewhere. Any in- 
formed and disinterested persons will testi- 
fy to the rank suggestiveness and open vul- 
garity of much of the stuff that is thrown 
on the screen in this city. Millions of Amer- 
ican citizens visit movie houses every day. 
We cannot afford to go on loosely and in- 
definitely, indifferent to the menace. That 
it is a menace is becoming plainer all the 
time.” 


*** The foolishness of war! Well, who 
can show that war is not a foolish movement 
on the part of men. The near war situation 
between the United States and Mexico, has 
cost the United States, so the papers are 
telling us, the sum of $130,000,000. That 
is what a little war flurry, when there has 
been no declaration of war, has cost the 
United States. Suppose that much money 
had been spent in an honest effort to Chris- 
tianize the Mexican people, and our own, 
too, how different might be the situation. 
We are told that that sum of money would 
have placed in every town and city of more 
than 4,000 people in Mexico, a church, a 
college, a hospital, and a social center, all 
well equipped and sustained with an ample 
corps of workers in all of these institutions 
for a period of ten years, and yet more, that 
it would enable us to endow the public 
school funds of municipalities with the sum 
of $750,000, the annual interest on which, at 
six per cent., would be more than the Mex- 
ican government has ever paid for education 
in any single year of its history. What 
wise mortals we are to spend our money by 
the millions only to destroy men rather than 
to help them to a better life! 


*** A lady writing from Pennsylvania, if 
we mistake not, some weeks ago, expressed 
her satisfaction over the fact that new and 
then some one throws a bouquet to the editor 
in the midst of arduous labors. We confess 
the thought is not an unpleasant one—it is 
helpful now and then to know that the ° 
good people for whom we labor appreciate 
the service rendered. Just the other day 
we were made to think of what the kind 
lady had said by the following, which comes 
to us from one of our cultured pastors, who 
is doing a great work in one of our strong 
churches: “You have my best wishes, and 
more than that, my prayers, that you may 
be able, under God, to measure up to the 
responsibilities of your office, as you have 
so effectively done in the past. May opposi- 
tion dwindle and disappear, and may coop- 
eration and good wishes and prayers in- 
crease, in your behalf, is the wish of 
.’ That is the bést of bouquets, since 
it seeks to give real help where real help is 
needed—to keep us by your prayers in close 
touch with the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
We should be glad to have ten thousand 
such friends as that, and while that is true, 
the opposition of the other kind, may also 
do us good by making us watchful—careful. 
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Why Should the Christians Especially Be Loyal to the Federal Council? 


By Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., LL. D., Lakemont, N. Y. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, which has just closed its 
third quadrennial session in St. Louis, was 
the largest assemblage of the Protestant 
churches that has thus far been held in 
America, and in some respects, such as re- 
gards its deliverances and its far-reaching 
plans for future work, it makes a record 
in the history of the American Church. 
These matters, however, have been given to 
others who will make their own reports 
through the columns of THE HERALD. 

The present paper is to present some of 
the reasons why our people, the Christians, 
are especially bound to be loyal to the Fed- 
eral Council. 


Primarily we should hold such an attitude 
because the Federal Council stands squarely 
and unequivocally for the assertion of the 
fundamental principles, which we have been 
advocating for the last century. During the 
major part of this period we stood almost 
alone and unbefriended in our claim for the 
brotherhood of all Christians, and in our 
hope for the substantial unity of the Church 
of Christ. The other denominations, when 
O’Kelly, Jones, and Barton W. Stone were 
pleading for a sinking of denominational 
differences, and a unity of front all along 
the line in opposition to the ranks of evil, 
viewed these men as visionaries and fa- 
natics, and considered their hope of Chris- 
tian unity as an iridescent dream, which 
could hardly ever be realized in a world 
which was so set in its dogmatic beliefs. 
And up to twenty-five or thirty years ago, 
our ministers and people were regarded by 
others as being hardly up to the qualifica- 
tion for fellowship and brotherly inter- 
course. If here and there a minister of ours 
was accepted by other ministers on really 
friendly terms, it was generally more on ac- 
count of his personal standing than for any 
sympathy with the people to whom he be- 
longed. Because of the Federal Council and 
its influence among the leading Churches of 
the country, the relation of our people to 
the leading Protestant bodies has been rev- 
olutionized. The Council is as outspoken 
for the unity of the Church, and for the 
cooperation in good works, with all consid- 
erations of dogmatic difference to be set 
into the background, as any of our preach- 
ers could be. It has become the proper 
thing for Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, and the rest to commend the unity of 
the Churches in Christ Jesus. Our dele- 
gates to the Councils in Philadelphia, Col- 
umbus, and St. Louis have heard our prin- 
ciples openly proclaimed as the principles 
of the Council itself. In this last St. Louis 
session, leading ministers, and officials of 
the Council, have time and again spoken 
our message in terms as earnest and con- 
vincing as if they had been uttered by N. 
Summerbell, Warren Hathaway, Austin 
Craig, or our own President F. G. Coffin. 
But what is of great importance, these 
speakers in the Federal Council have sent 
these messages to the people at the Council, 
and much more than that, they have been 
passed on to their home churches. The 
Federal Council has made our principles 
popular throughout the denominations 


which their delegates represent. In twelve 
years the Council in this respect has ac- 
complished for us easily and completely 
what we, without such aid, could not have 
hoped to do in a century. 

Our people should be sympathetic with, 
and loyal to, the Federal Council, because 
that organization has now passed the stage 
of experiment, and has became a great fac- 
tor in the religious world. Like our repub- 
lic, in its beginning, it was looked upon by 
many as a good thing in theory, but as of 
doubtful permanence when it came to face 
practical conditions. But in the few years 
since it was established it has attained such 
form and virility as to command the con- 
fidence of the once doubtful, who now would 
be prompt in their condemnation of any ef- 
fort to reduce its powers, or for a return to 
the former status of a disorganized and di- 
vided Church. 

Our people should be rejoicingly loyal to 
the Federal Council because to-day it is the 
strongest moral force in the Western world, 
and is becoming international in its influ- 
ence. The American churches have always 
been strong, and their influence has been 
far reaching upon all moral questions, but 
they never had the effectiveness which they 
enjoy to-day. Heretofore they acted sep- 
arately. Each denomination considered such 
questions for its own people and was able 
to take action as a body within its own 
borders. But its action did not affect other 
denominations further than as an inspiring 
example. Now, however, when a great mor- 
al question is at the fore, it is taken up by 
the proper commission or committee of the 
Council, and the Council speaks upon the 
deliverance which has been cautiously fram- 
ed by the representatives of all the denomi- 
nations, so that it is known beforehand to 
be acceptable to all and to have the weight 
of the combined denominations behind it. 
The influence of the Council is command- 
ing. No man can despise its communica- 
tions as of little concern. At: any word 
which it speaks, the most reckless and in- 
different person is obliged to sit up and 
take notice. 


Our people should be steadfastly loyal to 


the Federal Council, because it is the Twen- - 


tieth Century answer to our inveterate an- 
tagonist, the Church of Rome. Rome is still 
strong, and is wielding her power with all 
her accustomed sagacity in every strate- 
getical situation. In the past she has made 
much of her claim to be the one Church, 
and she rejoices to be able to point any 
possible proselyte to her doctrines to the 
divided counsels of Protestantism, to the 
multiplication of jarring. and discordant 
sects, and to their foolish waste of re- 
sources, all of which is in such striking con- 
trast to her imposing array of churches, 
schools, and her army of priests, who stand 
together as one man to upbuild the papal 
power. While we were in our former divid- 
ed state, that suggestion was very effective 
upon the wavering mind. But with the rise 
of the Federal Council, the aspect of affairs 
is altered. When Rome now makes her 


charge of endless Protestant divisions, we 
point to the Federal Council, and sing: 


“We are not divided, 
All one body we; 

One in faith and doctrine, 
One in charity,” 


and that response is conclusive. Whatever 
Rome may plan or accomplish in America, 
she must meet everywhere a united Prot- 
estantism, a Protestantism which has ceas- 
ed from its internal struggles, and is mass- 
ing its forces solidly against the citadel of 
Satan and sin. 

The Christians should give loyal support 
to the Federal Council because it has be- 
come a great clearing-house of plans and 
ideas for increasing the effective work of 
the Church. No one can question the zeal 
of our American ministers and churches in 
the past, but much of their labor has gone 
to waste because there has been too much 
individuality of plan. There was no co- 
hesion in purpose, no coherence of action. 
While one denomination was attacking the 
enemy, another was marking time. More 
than that, many of our plans of campaign 
were weak or faulty, and so there was bar- 
renness, both in promise and performance. 
But the Federal Council is altering all that. 
It studies methods and selects those which 
are the most approved in theory and in 
practice. It has already brought a better 
alignment in the temperance reform, in 
evangelism, and in the nation-wide collec- 
tions for the relief of the sufferers from the 
great world war. But there is now a new 
activity, which the St. Louis Council is 
bringing to the front, the giving greater 
publicity to matters of religion. The pub- 
lic is influenced largely by what it reads. 
People talk with each other about what they 
find in their morning newspapers. Insen- 
sibly they estimate the relative importance 
of public questions by the prominence which 
is given them in the press. Considerate 
persons have for a long time been pained 
by the amount of space devoted in the vari- 
ous periodicals to horse-racing, prize-fight- 
ing, and athletic contests, and by the rel- 
ative obscurity into which matters of moral 
and religious concern have been thrust. The 
prize-fight gets a page of the paper, the 
religious convention a few lines, and these 
often are run in small type in some out-of- 
the-way place. It is not to be wondered 
at that the public gives little thought to 
religious concerns when the press gives 
them so slight attention. To correct this 
unfortunate situation, the Federal Council 
has raised a Commission on Publicity, which 
is to collect and supply in readable form the 
important happenings of the religious world 
for the benefit of the editors of the press. 
By furnishing religious news in a newsy 
form, the general public will be enabled to 
see that religion in this country is not to 
be neglected in public thought. No denomi- 
nation could undertake a work like this by 
itself, even though it were the largest of 
the denominations. But the Federal Coun- 
cil can undertake it successfully, and this 
work by itself, were the Council to take up 
no other, would justify its existence. 

And so on such grounds, and on others 
which are no less important, our people 
should recognize an opportunity and an ob- 
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ligation as regards the Federal Council; 
and, as they understand it better, we shall 
hope to see them more enthusiastic in its 
recognition and support. 


IN THE MIDDLE OF A BAD FIX 


My DEAR BROTHER BARRETT:—I have no- 
ticed the reference in your valuable paper 
to my challenge to the satellites of Mrs. 
Eddy to show one case of deadly disease 
they have ever cured in the State of Ken- 
tucky. I have also read the letter addressed 
you by one of this cult from your own State. 

You will be interested in knowing that 
Judge Green, to whom my challenge was 
issued, has at last replied, declining the 
challenge, on the ground that he is too 
“buisy” to take the necessary time to make 
the test. The test suggested was as follows: 
I would choose two, the Christian Scien- 
tists two, and the four a fifth man, and these 
five to hear all the evidence, and render a 
verdict in accordance therewith. I also of- 
fered to defray all necessary expenses inci- 
dent to the investigation. 


It will be readily seen that Judge Green’s 
excuse is only an excuse. As a matter of 
fact the time consumed by him in the corre- 
spondence in this connection, would have 
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more than sufficed to have made the test 
and settled the curative claims of these 
curious creatures. The truth is, their fake 
claims could not stand the test of an honest 
investigation, and no one is better acquaint- 
ed with this fact, than these so-called 
Scientists. 


It should be remembered, that verbally 
and in writing, they have claimed te have 
made many cures of deadly diseases in this 
State, and now that they are publicly chal- 
lenged to show just one, they will not, and 
cannot produce a single case. Many of the 
victims of this Satanic Science are now in 
the cemetery or lunatic asylum, and there- 
fore cannot be conveniently produced in 
evidence. In other words, to use the nomen- 
clature of this strange folk, they have 
“passed on.” 

A long-suffering public has been imposed 
upon to the utmost limit, and the editor of 
the Recorder deemed it his unpleasant duty 
to expose their mountebank performances. 
This, I believe, has been done to the satis- 
faction of every fair-minded man. Let 
them now hold their peace, or get “buisy’” 
and give us the proof. 

Cordially yours, 
J. W. PORTER. 

Lexington, Ky. 
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“Paying a Tenth of What?” 


By H. R. Clem, Springfield, Ohio 


Regarding tithing, I have received these 
«questions that follow: - 


Mr. A. writes: 


I have just been reading your article in 
THE HERALD. As I understand it a tithe 
means a tenth. A tenth of what? For 
instance: 

(1) I borrow thirty-five dollars and buy 
a colt one year old with the money. I have 
to hire pasture for two seasons at a cost 
of fifteen dollars. I have the veterinary 
out to see it four times at $2.50 per trip 
(ten dollars), making total expense sixty 
dollars at three years old. I sell it for 
$100. Now, do I give one-tenth of one 
hundred dollars or forty dollars? 

(2) I used to run a hay-press and receive 
$1.50 per ton for baling. Expense per ton, 
seventy-five cents—profit seventy-five cents. 
Now, would fifteen cents or seven and one- 
half cents belong to the Lord? This ques- 
tion has been up before and I have never 
been able to settle it to my satisfaction. 


No one else may be able to settle it for 
you to your satisfaction, so I have no dis- 
position to advise, but I believe the question 
can be settled satisfactorily. So here is my 
answer. 

I assume that you are a tither. (1) The 
money you borrow to pay for the colt you 
do not tithe, and that is the only amount 
involved at all, as to the tithe. If you 
paid the thirty-five dollars which you bor- 
rowed, before the end of three years, out 
of money you already had tithed as it came 
to you in your income, you simply replace 
the amount, plus interest, which is deduct- 
ed from the amount received for the colt 
when you sell it. The money paid for pas- 
ture and the doctor’s bill had already been 
tithed before you used it, so you would not 
tithe it again. Of course you would tithe 
the increase. 

(2) If you paid the expense of running 
the hay-press out of money already tithed, 


you, of course, tithe only the increase 
(profit), but if you paid the expenses out 
of the proceeds, as you received them, you 
tithe the amount received first. 

Mr. B. asks: 


Last: summer I took my team and worked 
for my neighbor to the amount of sixteen 
dollars. When he offered to pay me, I 


‘ told him I would take sixteen dollars worth 


of seed wheat. No money passed in the 
transaction. Should I make any account of 
it in tithing? 

Yes, the seed wheat you received from 
your neighbor for your work represents to 
you sixteen dollars in income. 

Brethren, there are problems regarding 
the tithe that seem, on the face of them, 
hard to solve, and the matter, after all, 
rests upon the individual tither. But I 
think the above illustrations are technically 
correct. <A tither tithes his income, not 
what he pays out. So the only problem for 
him is to determine what is his income. 
With the salaried man it is an easy problem. 

It is possible to arrange our expenses so 
they would be larger than our income. In 
that case, assuming that everybody would 
do that, there would be no increase to tithe, 
consequently there would be no tithes. It 
is man’s income that is tithed; his invest- 
ments represent the nine-tenths that belong 
to him. The investment is made after the 
income is tithed. Then, of course, he tithes 
the increase from the investment. 


DOES WRITING POETRY PAY? 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


In this commercial age we naturally ex- 
pect the poet to be better paid than in past 
times, although we recognize that something 
besides money measurements furnishes the 
standards by which we estimate the value of 


really good literary work. To-day poetry 
is apparently popular, at least to a far 
greater extent than in any other age, for 
much of it is constantly appearing in the 
magazines and newspapers, to say nothing 
of the volumes of verse placed upon the 
market from time to time. 

It is not true, however, that past times 
have always seen the poet’s work unappre- 
ciated in a money sense. For although Mil- 
ton received only $25 for “Paradise Lost,” 
Moore was paid 3,000 guineas, or more than 
$15,000, for “Lalla Rookh.” A few years 
ago Tennyson received $20,000 a year for 
his literary output, and Longfellow was 
paid $5,000 for “The Hanging of the 
Crane.” 

While Riley was well paid for his poetry, 
few poets of to-day are able to live from the 
proceeds of their literary work. Of course, 
we except the daily newspaper column writ- 
er, such at Ted Robinson of the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer and other similar writers who 
contribute verse each day to the papers that 
employ them. But such men are journalists, 
more than anything else, and, in most in- 
stances, have entered their present work 
after a reportorial or editorial. career. 

Few books of recent date created more 
stir in the literary world than Master’s 
Spoon River poems, yet the writer was not 
paid anything for their magazine publica- 
tion, although the royalty from the book 
will amount to a few hundred dollars. Be- 
cause of his reputation Masters has re- 
ceived $100 for a single poem. 

Berton Brailey is said to live from the 
proceeds of his poetical output. Noyes 
receives a large amount of money for every- 
thing he writes. 

Walt Mason is said to be the best paid 
American writer of verse. His output ap- 
pears daily in newspapers throughout the 
land, the number, however, being less than 
two hundred. He receives $12 for-each 
poem, from a Chicago syndicate. He has 
said that he never made more than $875 in 
any one month. This, however, would be 
satisfactory, to the majority of literary 
workers, either of prose or verse. 

But men and women will continue to write 
verse whether they ever receive a cent for 
their efforts or not. Charles Howard Dan- 
iels, whose poetical contributions have ap- 
peared often in Cleveland newspapers, says 
that he has never profited financially from 
his writings, but that he feels well repaid 
for the friends he has made among those 
who have read and admired the produc- 
tions of his pen. To be able to touch the 
inner self of humanity is certainly worth 
while, and, like Riley and Eugene Field, the 
true’ poet, whether well remunerated in a 
money sense or not, will find his greatest 
rewards in the love of those to whom his 
work appeals. 





We should be thankful that life comes to 
us in such little bits. We can live one day 
well enough. It is a blessing that this is 
all God ever gives us at a time—J. R. 
Miller. 


Fraternity is the principle of reciprocal 
affection, the sentiment that inclines men to 
do unto others as they would that others 
should do unto them.—Mazzini. 
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More Than Fifty Years of Devoted Service 


On Sunday, January 7, 1917, an event of 
unusual note came to pass in the Sunday- 
school of the First Christian church, Day- 
ton, Ohio. Miss Sallie F. Fox, who had 
served the Sunday-school in that church 
since 1860 in the capacity of a teacher and 
as superintendent, mainly in the Primary 
Department, tendered her resignation as 
superintendent of that department after 
more than fifty years of faithful service in 
the school. While she retires as superin- 
tendent because of the infirmities consequent 
upon advancing age, she still holds a place 
in the primary work, and will continue to 
give assistance as her strength will permit. 
This is certainly an unusual record in Sun- 


day-school work and deserves special com- 
. 


ment. 


On Sunday, January 14, the Sunday- 
school gave a part of its morning service 
to commemorating her retirement and the 
fine service which Miss Fox has rendered. 
Some of the little children recited appropri- 
ate selections, embodying appropriate senti- 
ments for the occasion. One sad feature of 
the occasion was the fact that Miss Fox was 
not well enough to be present on this most 
interesting occasion, but after the exercises 
at the church, a number of the children 


made a call on her at her residence, and took 
to her fifty beautiful red roses, representing 
the fifty years she had devoted to the teach- 
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ing and training of the children of the Pri- 
mary Department of this Sunday-school. Of 
course this part of the service (in her home) 
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in the Sunday-School 


was very tender and peculiarly expressive 
to her. It was indeed a scene upon which 
any one might have counted it a pleasure 
to look. 

But a better part of her life work appears 
when we know that from her Primary De- 
partment have gone out into the world men 
and women who are now occupying places of 
great usefulness and responsibility; among 
them are ministers of the gospel, Sunday- 
school superintendents, high school and pub- 
lic school teachers, Endeavor presidents, and 
in fact men and women in many of the 
walks of life, doing faithful service among 
their fellows, and in many instances render- 
ing a most acceptable service as Christians. 
Surely this must be a cause for the highest 
gratitude on the part of this veteran teach- 
er, and a source of much satisfaction to the 
church with which she has so long labored. 
God bless the declining days of this faithful 
servant. The account of these years of serv- 
ice given below was written by Miss Fox 
at the request of the editor, and presents in 
a fairly comprehensive way, for the space 
she occupies, these never-to-be-forgotten 
years of faithful and loving service ren- 
dered in Jesus’ name and for His sake. 

EDITOR. 


More Than Fifty Years Work With The Little F olks 


My childhood and youth were spent in 
the country near, and in the village of Mer- 
lin Heights, where we attended a Union 
Sunday-school. Here the teachers were a 
minus quantity and sometimes an absent 
quantity. Therefore substitutes were fre- 
quently in demand and I was sometimes 
called to “take a class,” without any prepa- 
ration. Being a young girl in short skirts 
—“‘not quite as short as they wear them 
now.”—Jedekiah.—the less said about the 
teaching, the better. We had one custom 
at that time that I can recommend under 
certain circumstances, viz.: memorizing 
New Testament Scripture. To encourage 
this a prize of a red morocco Bible was 
offered to the one who would memorize and 
recite to her teacher the greatest number 
of verses in a given time. The second 
prize was a black morocco Bible. I belonged 
to a class of girls from twelve to fifteen 
years of age and of course every girl in 
that class started out for the red morocco. 
For awhile, in that class, the hour was spent 
in hearing recitations. Presently two of 
us ran so far ahead that some grew dis- 
couraged and dropped out. Being away 
from the class frequently as a “sub” after 
the one thousandth verse I fell behind, and 
alas, my Red was turned to Black, though I 
had some ready memorized for recitation, 
when “time” was called. However, my re- 
ward was with me, as that Bible was my 
companion for years after I became a com- 
mon school teacher, and I had the pleasure 
of giving it to a woman who had no Bible, 
but promised to read one if I gave it to her. 

After my sixteenth year, I think I be- 
longed to the school, rather than to the 
class. 

At twenty I began teaching in the country 
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schools and for several years was without 
the privileges of Sunday-school, except in 
vacation. 


In 1860 we moved to Dayton and I became 
a member of the Christian Sunday-school, 
Broadway and Home Avenue. The little 
folks, about a dozen, were grouped in one 
corner of the room, with little primers in 
their little hands, learning their A B C’s 
with never a story or song, march or exer- 
cise of any kind. How they must have won- 
dered what it all meant! The next step in 
the evolution was a large “a-b, ab” chart. 
“The powers that be,” or was, learning that 
I had taught school, soon called me to teach 
a class of young girls near my own age. 
But the Civil War roused the patriotism of 
our school and so many of the school re- 
sponded to the call that we became discour- 
aged and closed for a time, but reorganized 
again before the close of the war. When 
not teaching, my sister and myself attended 
the Broadway M. E. school during this time. 
The third step in the evolution of the 
Broadway Primary was a large chart with 
the Lord’s Prayer in good print, and one 
with the Ten Commandments. The fourth 
step in improvement was a paper for pri- 
maries called Our Little Ones. From that 
time to the present our school has been pro- 
gressing. 

Reviewing the past, it seems a long way 
from the present “Front Line” school. 

From their origin I have been interested 
in the Cradle Roll and Home Department. 
We have also a Beginners’ Department of 
two grades, First and Second years, and 
are anticipating a Cradle Roll Class in the 
near future. 

Reviewing my Sunday-school life, we have 
had an enrollment of from seventy to seven- 


ty-five with an attendance of fifty for a 
few weeks at a time. 

Since we have had the Graded system. 
with five or six teachers of ability and en- 
thusiasm, the work has been very pleasant, 
though I have always loved it. Each year 
we graduate from nine to fourteen from the 
Third Year Primary Class to the Junior 
Department. 

In the last decade we have had three 
eachers who left us to take charge of homes 
of their own. There are ten children in 
these three homes, enough to start a kinder- 
garten of their own, if they lived near each 
other. The names of these mothers are 
Carrie Gance Gordon, Hazel Walker Clark 
and Rose Bishop Jay. 

Other teachers who have served faithful- 
ly are Anna and Miriam Kessler, Mary 
Eickmeyer, and the present force of Mrs. 
Westenberger, Mrs. Rathbun, Mrs. Shivell, 
Mrs. Becker, and Mabel Coppess, not for- 
getting dear Mrs. Burnett, who has been 
invaluable as a friend in need, substituting 
for absent teachers and aiding us in many 
ways. 

May Heaven’s richest blessings rest upon 
all these workers and their work, and may 
the Elementary Department prosper and 
grow as did the children’s best friend, in 
stature (numbers) and in favor with God 

and man. 





It is easy to talk glibly of serving hu- 
manity and to forget to pass the salt to the 
man who sits next us at table, to think of 
placing our lives at a world’s disposal and 
neglect the small attentions which mean so 
much in our own home.—Henry Sloane 


Coffin. 


— 
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Some Issues Involved in a Plea for Lasting Peace 


HEN war drenches Europe in blood, it is natural that we Americans should shudder at the sight. To 
call upon the combatants to stop the carnage is an impulse so strong that it even tends to displace 
judgment and distort values. We are apt to forget, at any rate for the time being, that there are 

conditions under which the mere stopping of warfare may bring a curse instead of a blessing. We need to 
be reminded that peace is the triumph of righteousness and not the mere sheathing of the sword. To clamor 
for an ending of the present war without insuring the vindication of truth, justice, and honor is not to seek 
peace, but to sow disaster. 

Because it is so easy to lose sight of these essential principles, we, the undersigned, view with some con- 
cern the organized and deliberate effort now being made so to stampede Christian sentiment as to create a public 
opinion blindly favorable to stopping hostilities without adequate consideration of the issues which the war 
involves. 

We are Christians and, as such, deem that truth and righteousness are to be maintained inviolate, even 
at the sacrifice of physical life. We are citizens of the United States and, as such, are conscious of the solemn 
responsibilities of our Christian citizenship. We, accordingly, venture to direct the attention of our fellow Chris- 
tians to a few of the vital issues which are making their mute appeal for final decision. 

The ravage of Belgium and the enslavement of her people; was it right or wrong? 

The massacre of a million Armenians; was it a permissible precaution or an unpardonable crime? 

The desolation of Serbia and Poland; was this a regrettable necessity or a frightful injustice? 

The destruction of life through the sinking of the Lusitania and of other merchant ships; was this an or- 
dinary incident of warfare, or was it deliberate and premeditated murder? 

The starvation of Jews and Syrians in the Holy Land; is this an accident of economics or a violation of the 
laws of God and man? 

The attempt to array Moslems against Christians in a “holy war;’”’ was it a laudable act of imperial states- 
manship, or was it the treachery of a Christian monarch? 

The intimidation of small nations and the violation of international agreements; are these things excusable 
under provocation, or damnable under all circumstances? 

In the presence of these pending and as yet unsettled issues, we feel impelled to warn our brethren against 
those who cry “peace, peace,” when there is no peace. The just God, who withheld not His own Son from 
the cross, could not look with favor upon.a people who put their fear of pain and death, their dread of suffering 
and loss, their concern for comfort and ease, above the holy claims of righteousness and justice and freedom 
and mercy and truth. Much as we mourn the bloodshed in Europe, we lament even more that supineness 
of spirit, that indifference to spiritual values, which would let mere physical safety take precedence of loyalty 
to truth and duty. The memory of all the saints and martyrs cries out against such backsliding of mankind. 


Sad is our lot if we have forgotten how to die for a holy cause. 
We solemnly declare to you our conviction that the question of all questions for our immediate considera- 
tion is this: Shall the ancient Christian inheritance of loyalty to great and divine ideals be replaced by consid- 


erations of mere expediency ? 


SIGNED BY :— 


Rt. Rev. Cleland K. Nelson, D. D., bishop of At- 
lanta, Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Rt. Rev. Joseph F. Berry, D. D., bishop Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. 

Lyman Abbott, LL. D., Editor Outlook, Congre- 
gationalist, New York. 

George Wharton Pepper, lawyer, Episcopalian, 
Philadelphia. 

Rev. John Grier Hibben, LL. D., president of 
Princeton University, Presbyterian. 

Hon. Charles L. Bonaparte, ex-attorney general, 
Roman Catholic, Baltimore. 

Rt. Rev. Philip M. Rhinelander, D. D., bishop of 
Pennsylvania, Protestant Episcopal. 

Winston Churchill, author, Episcopalian. 

Rev. George F. Pentecost, D. D., minister and 
evangelist, Presbyterian, U. S. A., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Henry C. King, D. D., president Oberlin Col- 
lege, Congregationalist. 

Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Gailor, D. D., chancellor Uni- 
versity of the South, bishop of Tennessee Protestant 
Episcopal. 

Hon. Gifford Pinchot, author, Episcopalian. 

Rt. Rev. Charles H. Brent, D. D., Protestant Epis- 
copal, bishop of the Philippine Islands. 

Rev. John Timothy Stone, D. D., pastor Fourth 
Presbyterian church, Chicago; moderator Presby- 
terian Church in 1913. 

Rt. Rev. William Lawrence, D. D., bishop of Mas- 
sachusetts, Protestant Episcopal. . 

William T. Ellis, LL. D., author, Presbyterian. 

Alexander Simpson, Jr., lawyer, Methodist Episco- 
pal, Philadelphia. 

Rev. William A. Sunday, D. D., evangelist. , 

Dr. Richard C. Cabot, physician, Episcopalian ; 
founder Emmanuel movement. 

Rev. W. G. Puddefoot, D. D., Congregational min- 
ister, Boston. 

Rev. Charles Lewis Slattery, D. D., Episcopal 
clergyman, New York. 

Rev. Walter Laidlaw, D. D., Dutch Reformed clergy- 
man, Secretary New York Church Federation, New 
York City. 

Rev. Henry A. Stimson, D. D., clergyman, member 
Congregational Board of Ministerial Relief, New York 
City. 

Rev. S. Parks Cadman, D. D., member Congrega- 
tional: Home Missionary Society, Brooklyn, N, Y, 


Rev. William J. Thompson D. D., Methodist Epis- 
copal clergyman, professor Drew Theological Semi- 
nary. 

Rev. George William Douglas, D. D., Episcopal 
clergyman, New York. 

Rev. Robert F. Coyle, D. D., Los Angeles, Cal.; 
formerly moderator of Presbyterian Church, U. S. of 
America. 

Hon. William P. Potter, justice supreme court, 
Pennsylvania; Presbyterian. 

Taylor Pyne, lawyer, Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Princeton, N. J. 

Joseph M. Steele, layman Reformed Church (Cov- 
enanter) ; chairman “Billy” Sunday Campaign Com- 
mittee, Philadelphia. 

William M. K. Olcott, lawyer, Dutch Reformed 
Church, New York. 

Rt. Rev. Cortlandt Whitehead, D. D., bishop Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Walter George Smith, lawyer, author, Roman Cath- 
olic Church, Philadelphia. 


J. Percy Keating, lawyer, Roman Catholic, Phila- to: 


delphia. 

Bayard Henry, lawyer, Presbyterian, U. S. A., 
Philadelphia. 

Rev. Harry E. Fosdick, D. D., Union Theological 
Seminary, Baptist. 

George Innes, merchant and missionary advocate, 
United Presbyterian, Philadelphia. 

James M. Speers, merchant, chairman Layman’s 
Missionary Movement, Presbyterian, New York. 

Rev. George Durward Adams, D. D., Baptist, Phila- 
delphia. 

Rev. Alexander MacColl, D. D., Presbyterian, Phila- 
delphia. 

William Jay Schieffelin, Ph. D., merchant, presi- 
<< American Church Missionary Society, Episco- 
palian. 

Rt. Rev. Charles P. Anderson, D. D., bishop of 
Chicago, Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Eben E. Olcott, treasurer Layman’s Missionary 
Movement, Dutch Reformed Church. 

William Henry Scott, manufacturer, president 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia. 

Rev. Charles R. Brown, D. D., Congregationalist, 
dean of Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 

William R. Moody, president Northfield Schools, 
editor Record of Christian Work, Northfield, Mass. 


Rev. Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D., Congregational- 
ist, Brooklyn. 

Rev. George P. Rutledge, D. D., editor Christian 
Standard, Disciples of Christ, Cincinnati. 

Rev. J. Sprole Lyons, D. D., Presbyterian, United 
States, Atlanta, Ga.; formerly moderator Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 

Ralph E. Prime, lawyer, Presbyterian, U. S. A. 

Rev. William C. Bitting, D. D., pastor Second Bap- 
tist church, St. Louis. 

Joseph Packard, lawyer, Episcopalian, Baltimore. 

Rev. George A. Gordon, D. D., Congregationalist, 
pastor Park Street church, Boston. 

Rev. Arcturus Z. Conrad, D. D., Congregationalist, 
pastor Park Street church, Boston. 

Rev. Albert E. Dunning, D. D., author; long editor 
The Congregationalist, Boston. 

Rev. Cornelius H. Patton, D. D., secretary Amer- 
ican Board Commissioners Foreign Missions, Congre- 
gationalist, Boston. 

George W. Coleman, philanthropist, Baptist, Bos- 


n. 
Francis B. Reeves, banker, philanthropist, Presby- 
terian, Germantown, Pa. 

Rev. Hubert S. Johnson, D. D., Baptist minister, 
Boston. 

Rev. William T. Manning, D. D., rector Trinity 
P. E. Parish, New York. 

Rev. Newman Smyth, D. D., author, Congregational 
minister, New Haven, Conn. 

Rev. Orrin P. Gifford, D. D., Baptist minister, 
Brookline, Mass. 7 5 

Dr. R. Fulton Cutting, philanthropist, Episcopalian, 
New York. 

Alfred E. Marling, Presbyterian layman, member 
Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A., New York. c 

Rev. Ernest M. Stires, D. D.,. Protestant Episcopal 
clergyman, trustee Cathedral St. John the Divine, 
New York City. ‘ 

George Zabriskie, lawyer, Episcopalian, leader in 
Conference on Faith and Order. 

Rev. Henry Everston Cobb, D. D., author, clergy- 
man, Dutch Reformed Church, New York City. 

Rev. James Atkins, D. D., bishop of the Southern 
Methodist Church. 

Rev. Charles S. Cleland, D. D., United Presbyterian 
minister, Philadelphia. 
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Not Gathering Shadows But Twilight Dawn 


By Rev. John U. Newman, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 


The prophet is speaking of Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah pictures here, the beautiful, the 
glorious, the beloved, sacred to the heart of 
every pious Jew, the center of his hope 
and noblest aspirations, the pride of the 
nation and the symbol of divine favor, des- 
tined to be the capital of the whole world, 
whose national sun is to be the light of 
every nation under heaven. When men are 
looking for the brighter day her sun is 
down. (Jer. 15:9) Men think her sun is 
set to rise no more when Zachariah comes 
with the assurances that it is still day, that 
this mingled light and darkness is a part of 
the divine plan, all a part of one day, all 
its changes are known to the Lord. (Zach. 
14:6, 7) Then he speaks comfortably to 
Jerusalem, saying, in the evening when we 
look for the nights there shall be light, liv- 
ing waters shall flow from Jerusalem, the 
Lord shall be enthroned in Zion and there 
all nations shall come to worship Him. 


Man’s life is three score years and ten. 
It has its morn, noon, and eve. A day, but 
not all sunshine. Life’s trials and afflic- 
tions like clouds overcast the sky. Some 
times the young life rises behind a cloud and 
never sees the light of day. To one it is 
almost a cloudless day, while to another 
affliction and misfortune follow each other 
so thick and fast that he longs for the close 
of the day. 


To many the coming of a loved one into 
our home is like the rising of the sun. and 
something of divine presence seems to shine 
from that life into our hearts, cheering our 
lives with the light of His countenance and 
the warmth of His loving heart until He 
becomes the sun of our life. Then the shad- 
ows fall and the day darkens, our sun is en- 
tering an eclipse. Some planet passes be- 
tween us and our sun. We call the transit 
death and the widowed heart says the sun 
has gone down while it is yet day. The 
prophet of God as pastor or friend*speaks 
to the sad and lonely heart, saying it is 
still day, only an eclipse. When you ex- 
pect night there shall be light. But this 
message of loving comfort comes only to the 
Christian heart. To the unbelieving and 
unfaithful nftght always follows the even- 
ing twilight. 

The Christian life is a sun shining, set- 
ting, rising again. 

No object in the heaven is more beautiful 
and beneficent than the sun. It is the center 
of the solar system, attracting all bodies to 
itself, holding them in their orbits and free- 
ly giving to them its own light and heat. 

Every real Christian man and woman is 
a center of influence attracting others to a 
life of righteousness, holding them to their 
places of service, while freely pouring into 
their own lives the light of truth and the 
warmth of purified love. It has not only 
power to draw and to hold, but it is per- 
vasive, reaching every object in the circle 
in which it moves. Its influence is as quiet 
as that of the sun. So accustomed to it 
do we become that we cannot appreciate its 
benefit and blessing until it sets in our 
home, church, school, and community. When 
its loss is felt its worth begins to be more 
fully appreciated. When: our loved ones 


are gone people often think we are inclined 
to speak too much and too highly of them. 
It is not rather true we speak too little and 
fail to realize their beauty of character, 
sweetness of disposition, cheerful service, 
and devoted love. It is when the sun shines 
on the cloud we see the beauty of the rain- 
bow and remember God’s promise. It is 
when the light shining out from some sainted 
loved one falls upon our tear-drops that we 
first see character pictured in all its loveli- 
ness, and realize, as never before, what a 
loving gift was such a life. There are no 
rainbows to those whose skies are cloudless. 
To tearless eyes are never granted visions 
of the glory land and the _ beautiful 
spirits that dwell therein. Chide not that 
mother, father, child, friend who speaks oft 
and lovingly of the angel spirit that came 
for a day, or years into the home and then 
went to the spirit land. You saw loving 
innocence, a noble young man, or a beauti- 
ful maiden, a loved companion or parent, 
and as such you remember them. They have 
seen angel visions and among them was a 
darling boy or girl, husband, wife, or par- 
ent, not simply as they were, but as they 
are. Their faith has seen more than your 
sight can discover. 

The nearer the sun the greater. its attrac- 
tion and the more light and heat are receiv- 
ed. This is true of our loved ones. We esti- 
mate the character as we do the sun by 
what comes directly tous. Only one-twenty- 
three millionth of the sun’s heat and light 
reaches our earth, yet on that small part de- 
pends all animal and vegetable life. Small, 
yet indispensable and powerful! Only a 
small part of one’s mind and spirit reaches 
us and by that small part we judge the 
person. This is why our estimates of others 
is so often incorrect. Then shall we sit in 
judgment on those who have lived nearer 
to them, understood them better, and re- 
ceived more from them. 

The Christian life, like the sun, shines on 
the evil and on the good. Of God’s watch- 
fulness and providential care all receive, 
but only to those who strive for the higher 
things in life comes the clear understanding, 
the purified affection and the Christlike 
image. What you have received from the 
sainted dead or from the living Christian 
depends on what you are in Christian life 
and character. 

The two most beautiful periods of the 
day are the rising and setting of the sun. 
It is then that he throws his rays across the 
sky and paints the clouds in glory. No 
touch of artist pencil or stroke of master 
hand can paint a scene so lovely; but this 
beautiful scene is never half so glorious as 
when painted on a background of clouds. 
What means this beauty of the setting and 
rising sun? It is this: that while the sun 
himself is below our horizon he still shines 
upon sky and cloud and these reflect his 
light to us. So like the Christian life. Lost 
to vision to memory dear, still shining above 
our horizon, lighting the clouds that pass 
over our lives and in that light we live a 
more beautiful life and in the light of the 
ways walk with God toward eternal dawn. 

Man speaks of the rising and the setting, 
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the morn and the eve. God of the setting 
and the rising, of the evening and the morn- 
ing. In the first chapter of Genesis it never 
says morning and evening. It is always 
evening first. The evening and the morn- 
ing of the first day. In the creative day 
the evening meant the close of a lower and 
the beginning of a higher form of life. The 
evening means the work of the lower was 
finished and a higher was to follow. As 
faith looks on the form of the departed it 
joyfully says the work of one period of ex- 
istence is done, my beloved friend has en- 
tered the light of a more glorious joy. He 
cannot come back to me, but my life may 
reflect what is best in his and from this 
evening we call life I may rise into the 
light of a new heaven and a new earth 
where there is no more night and the right- 
eous shone forth as the sun forever in the 
Kingdom of God. 


Man’s life is threescore years and ten. 
morning. Now man looks at the setting 
sun, hereafter he shall see the rising. Man 
looks at one side of the cloud. God at the 
other. The religion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ causes man to change his position 
and leads him to God’s view-point, till that 
cloud which once was threatening is radi- 
ant in light and beauty. 

When Jacob saw the son of his old age 
and the child of his devotion cruelly taken 
from his home, the evening shadows dark- 
ened his life and old and gray and sad- 
hearted he looked to the grave as his only 
surcease from sorrow, but in the evening 
of life that same son as the great and hon- 
ored governor of Egypt gave home and shel- 
ter and support to his last days. When 
the evening of famine settled down upon 
Canaan there came a light of Egypt. 

Why does trouble come? Why does the 
Almighty afflict man is a question that men 
in all ages have asked and the master 
minds of all. centuries endeavored to 
answer. Job out of .the depth of woe and 
suffering asks the old question he cannot 
answer. His three friends fail. Elisha 
gives only a hint and God’s voice speaks 
from the clouds, but His only answer is: 
You cannot understand my ways. Trust my 
wisdom. 


Each life leaves a legacy to us. Its value 
cannot be estimated by years but by charac- 
ter and service. The sun passes behind a 
cloud or sinks beneath the horizon, but 
leaves to earth the light and heat given to 
it while shining. The sun goes down, but 
the life it has given remains. Man dies, but 
his life lives. It is his legacy to his fellow 
men. Not land, houses, or stocks is the real 
legacy left us. Character and common sense 
are a man’s most valuable assets. A child- 
like faith, a life of loving service to man 
and Christlike sacrifice is man’s greatest 
legacy. Such a life is judged of its total 
impression rather than by a few bold de- 
tails. It is never fully appreciated and 
cannot be described. The few bold strokes 
which some men make on the canvas of life 
at once arrests our attention. But the man 
who blends the light and shade and com- 
bines life’s many colors into a Christian 
character does a greater service and a more 
skilful workmanship. In life we see the 
salient features. Only when the angel of 
death hangs on the walls of memory the 
picture of our loved ones do we get the 
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right perspective. During his earthly life 
even to his most intimate friends Jesus was 
only a teacher from God, the prophet which 
was to come, the Jewish Messiah. After 
the resurrection morn and the ascension 
day, they saw in Him the Son of God, the 
Savior of the world. He suffered to save. 
He died to live. 


TRAINING FOR RELIGIOUS WORK 
(Ministerial Vivisection) 


A dear lady said to me last year, “How 
I wish that our pastors were trained to do 
religious work.” The expression rather 
shocked me at first, but when I thought it 
over earnestly, I saw that there was much 
room for such a criticism as her words im- 
plied. 

This is largely true, because it is only 
within the last few years that the colleges 
have taken cognizance of the field of work 
embraced in such departments of the church 
as the Sunday-school, the Missionary So- 
cieties, the Teacher-Training classes, etc., 
etc., and our young pastors have come out 
of college knowing the modus operandi of 
preparing a sermon; the use of concord- 
ances and text-books, and, alas, but very 
little more. 


Many of our pastors feel that the Sunday- 
school is practically outside their field, 
something with which they have little or 
nothing to do. This is particularly true 
where a country pastor has three, four, five, 
or even, as in some cases, six or eight 
churches who look to him for spiritual sus- 
tenance and food. In these circumstances, 
it is humanly impossible for a pastor to give 
much time or thought to any one field. I 
was told lately of one good brother who said 
he “had a family, but did not live with 
them; he kept track of them by post-cards 
and letters, and dropped in to spend a few 
days about once a month.” This pastor 
traveled over seven hundred miles a month 
to make his appointments. He was not a 
pastor; he had no time to be; he was a 
“traveling man,” if ever there was one. 


One of the greatest needs in order that 
our pastors may have time to be pastors, 
and not simply preachers, is the planning of 
the work, the laying out of the field in pas- 
torates, or charges, and the earnest en- 
deavor to secure for these charges a resi- 
dent pastor who will give his entire time, 
thought, prayer, and care to the work. 
There are churches with two, and even 
three hundred members who have only a 
portion of a pastor, one-third, one-fourth, 
or even one-fifth of a man. Some one has 
referred to this as “ministerial vivisection,” 
the cutting up of a minister while he still 
lives and sending portions of him through- 
out the land. It is a good and a real de- 
scription. No man can do his best work 
anywhere under such conditions. If he 
were resident with so large a membership, 
there is absolutely no doubt in my mind that 
a sufficient salary could be raised to meet 
his needs, whereas, seeing him but once a 
month, and ‘raising church funds but once 
a year, when all must be raised at once, the 
people give virtually nothing, yet feel they 
have done a great deal, and the pastor gets 
nothing to speak of for his work, and ac- 
complishes about the same amount while he 
has really worked very hard. A sewing 


machine man called in to examine my sew- 
ing machine some time ago said, “The only 
thing wrong with it is too much lost motion; 
you have to work too hard for too little re- 
sults.” It appears to me that this is true 
of our church machinery in too many cases. 

Also, in most of these cases, the pastor- 
ates are in the country, where land is com- 
paratively cheap. It would be a really easy 


thing if our good folks but got in the mind . 


for it, to buy (many times it would be do- 
nated) an acre or two of ground near the 
church; to build thereon a house and barn; 
to stock it with such things as chickens and 
ducks; even to buy a “ministerial cow” 
would not be impossible. With such an 
equipment where a horse and cow could be 
kept, a small garden made, a home provided, 
the actual amount of money needed would 
be quite within the reach of the neighbor- 
hood pocketbook, and with a “man of God” 
on the “work of God” all the time, there 
is absolutely no possible doubt that if he be 
the right man in the right place, the work 
of the Lord will prosper in that place. 


Mrs. FRED BULLOCK. 


GIVE GLORY TO GOD 
BY R. H. MCDANIEL 


Give glory to God in the morning of life, 
While rises the sun in the sky; 

Give time, soul, and body in service to Him, 
As under His all-seéing eye. 


Chorus: 


Give glory to God with thy heart and 
thy voice 

For His goodness and mercy so free, 

And walk in the beautiful light of His 


Word 
Till a crown He bestows upon thee. 


Give glory to God in the noon-tide of life, 
While the sun in full glory doth shine; 

Lay all on the altar of service to Him, 
And ne’er from His precepts decline. 


Give glory to God in the evening of life, 
As low sinks the sun in the west; 
Rely on His Word till the night shadows 
fall 


all, 
And He calleth thee home to thy rest. 
Copyright Reserved. 


A DANGER TO PROTESTANTISM 


[The Superintendent, a Baptist publica- 
tion, publishes the following warning to 
Protestants which we believe might be well 
for our people to consider.—C. E. STRAw- 
BRIDGE. } 


A danger to which Protestantism—par- 
ticularly progressive Protestantism—in 
America is exposed is that its churches shall 
become mere agents of social service. There 
are many people who, in reaction from ex- 
treme orthodoxy, have come to feel that the 
sole business of the church is to push social 
reform. 


This danger is particularly strong in 
America just now because social workers 
have come to see that the church, instead of 
being hostile to their ideals, is the greatest 
force by which their ideals can be put into 
operation. Such a valuing of the church 
brings no small satisfaction to those of us 
who have endeavored to set forth the social 
significance of the spiritual life: 

But we cannot let social service take the 
place of God. People cannot be amused into 
conscientiousness. Picnics are not the equiv- 
alent of prayer-meetings, and  Sunday- 
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school baseball leagues have not yet develop- 
ed into revivals. It was natural in a period 
of awakening and transition that men 
should jump to the conclusion that the 
church ought to stand for every good cause. 


It was easy to forget that society will 
organize institutions for each newly realized 
need. But even those of us who feel most 
deeply the social obligations of Christianity 
see that a church as an institution does not 
have the same field of responsibility as 
Christian individuals. 

These last may be organized in a great 
variety of institutions, each of which per- 
forms some particular function set by the 
division of labor in our world. Church lead- 
ers can delegate to these institutions cer- 
tain duties, but they cannot delegate the 
duties of spiritual parentage. A Protestant 
church cannot be an ethical asylum; it must 
be a home in which souls are born into 
newness of life. 


We want efficiency in organization and in 
activity. We want our ministers to be alive 
to the needs of the hour in politics and in 
industrial reform, quick to come to the 
championship of overworked women in fac- 
tories and the rescue of little children who 
are giving up their lives that the cost of 
production may be kept low. We want the . 
message from the pulpit to be heartily in 
sympathy with our modern thinking. 

But most of all does American Protes- 
tantism need a spiritual passion, a contag- 
ious faith in the supremacy of God’s spir- 
itual order and an alarm at the misery that 
waits on sin. From many a community 
there is already rising a cry for elemental 
religion. With all their scientific business 
success, American laymen are asserting that 
they want to be assured of God and immor- 
tality and the worth of righteousness. They 
want companionship in spiritual loneliness, 
comfort in hours of pain, courage in mo- 
ments of moral wavering. Their souls are 
athirst for the unknown, and they will be 
satisfied with nothing save the water that 
comes from the River of God. 


If the awakening of Protestantism were 
to mean simply a renaissance of ethics, or 
a sort of bescriptured positivism, American 
society would be defrauded. When it asks 
for the bread of life, it will not be satis- 
fied with treatises on eugenics.—Shailer 
Mathews. 


HERE AND NOW 
BY REV. R. H. WASHBURNE 


If with the All-wise God above 
All service is the same, 

Why trouble o’er the lowly task 
That brings to you no fame? 


That lowly task, the lonely place, 
Is in His plan for you. 

Make ‘haste, do thou thy mission fill— 
The days for toil are few. 


This is the time for service here; 
Beyond reward is sure; 

Then hasten to the harvest field 
Nor heed the vain world’s lure. 


Winooski, Vt. 


How easy it is for one benevolent being to 
diffuse pleasure all around him; and how 
truly is a kind heart a fountain of gladness, 
making everything in its vicinity to freshen 
into smiles.—Washington Irving. 
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What’s the Matter ? mi 
Number Four 


People have strange ideas about the 
devil. Painter’s represent him as a hideous 
monster of terrible countenance, flaming 
and cruel eyes, fire issuing from nostrils, 
carrying a fork in hand. But that is a pic- 
ture of his own invention of himself. Truly 
his finished work could be that only of a 
hideous monster. But he is an impersona- 
ter; a real incarnation. He always appears 
in disguise. The old fellow is quite harm- 
less, so far as humanity is involved, until 
he possesses a human form and life. .He 
sometimes appears as an eloquent man who 
is able to sway the multitudes; or as a man 
of executive ability who can put measures 
through; or a beautiful, attractive woman 
of outward charming qualities. The devil 
goes to church, wears fine clothes, sings in 
the choir, smiles blandishly, looks pious, 
and passes for a lady or gentleman, but 
never for a devil. 

(a) The devil and our womenfolks. A 
beautiful and pure woman, filling her Chris- 
tian mission in the world, is one of the most 


beautiful characters to be found. For 
womanhood we have the most profound re- 
spect and regard and for the consecrated 
Christian woman we have quite a bump of 
reverence. One of the many pleas for 
Christianity is its peculiar blessings 
brought to womanhood and childhood. As 
the future is largely held in childhood, and 
childhood is held in motherhood, the devil 
has turned upon a woman his strongest 
shaft. He knows her weakness and under- 
stands at what points in her being the 
world’s destinies are linked to her life. 
Well, now, a word to the women, and about 
the women, of our churches and society. 
You may count me harsh, but I do not wish 
to be, only to be faithful. Listen to this, my 
sister, the devil is giving lessons in your 
home and is reaching out for other lives 
through yours. It is said that the fallen 
women of Paris, and possibly of New York, 
furnish the fashions every season for the 
world. When Satan gets the fashion book 
fixed in the hands and heads of the women 
he has played a good card for his game. 
Mothers are sending out their daughters, 
just ready to enter society, in dresses from 
which the devil has cut away from eight to 
ten inches at the bottom of skirt and enough 
at the top of waist to leave the upper part 
of the body bare, and then tops it off with 
a pair of fancy shoes. Do we cry, “Shame?” 
Just wait a few years, or less, and the 
shame will come in some form. It is com- 
ing to thousands to-night through that very 
channel. Just think of decent wives and 
professed Christians going to the fallen 
women of the world for their styles when 
fallen women are designated on the streets 
by their styles. Wives and mothers reach- 
ing out for such styles for themselves and 
their daughters as designate fallen women. 
Modern style or dress for women can lead 
to but one conclusion. It is shameful, dis- 
graceful, abominable. But Satan does not 
let off in the dress and fashion line here. 
He leads on until he makes ore believe that 
to dress fashionably, stylishly, and “keep 
up with the styles” is the important thing 
in life and that success in life depends on 
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it. It finally becomes to be more important 
than plain honesty, when an up-to-date, 
devil patented, and attractive dress is more 
important than paying honest bills for life’s 
necessities. Men and women get into his 
meshes just there and grind under the bur- 
den of debt and its consequent miseries and 
horrors. At this some woman will be crit- 
ical and possibly object to.such statements 
in a religious and family paper. I am re- 
minded of the lady whose modesty was ex- 
celled only by her inconsistency, who was 
“horrified” at a baptismal service by immer- 
sion in the river, and pronounced it “in- 
decent,” but who the following week visited 
the beach and less than half dressed rolled 
about in the water after a vulgar fashion 
and that before the morbid gaze of great 
throngs of people. The devil seems to know 
his business quite well. It is time that 
preachers, teachers, and writers throw off 
their sham modesty and cry aloud against a 
sin that imperils the purity of the home 
and our social life, and is brazenly treading 
the courts of God unbidden. A young 
woman of Philadelphia was suing a young 
man who had betrayed and then abandoned 
her. The judge assured her that all possi- 
ble would be done to secure the presence 
of the young man at the hearing, and then 
made her promise to be present dressed just 
exactly as she was on the unfortunate oc- 
casion. At the hearing both were present 
and after the brief testimony was before 
the court the judge meted out to the young 
man his punishment, and then turning to 
the young woman, expressed horror at her 
style of dress and declared to her that such 
style and manner of dress was the cause of 
the downfall of thousands of young men and 
women and that she was guilty equally with 
the young man. Conditions with which I 
am here dealing are tending to rob women 
of that reverence and consideration which 
Christianity has given her, and to pull her 
down from that high pinnacle to which it 
has elevated her. It is for her good and 
for the good of the world that we here 
plead. “Be not conformed to this world, 
but ye be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind that ye may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.” A great preacher of a great church 
once said in a great speech in Eastern Vir- 
ginia: “A patched garment is better than a 
patched reputation and a ragged coat is bet- 
ter than a ragged character.” But the devil 
says, “Not so; if you would be thought well 
of and succeed in life you must keep up with 
the styles and fashions.” 


I am not opposed to nice dress. I like it. 
I commend it. But the “styles.” Why a 
decent (?) woman wants to appear on the 
street, or in society, or the church of God, 
with her dress half way up to her knees, 
her upper body exposed, displaying a pair 
of fancy shoes, so pinching her poor feet 
and on such tiny pegs for heels as to make 


walking most difficult, is a question I shall 
not attempt to answer, beyond saying that, 
the devil has her going and she’s getting 
there mighty fast. Plenty of modest, bash- 
ful, retiring girls, inherently so, who are be- 
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ing robbed of such God-given elements by 
the brainless, soulless, and silly mothers. 
Dress well, if you can afford it; look as 
beautiful as possible, if you mean to use that 
beauty for the glory of God; dress decently 
and you'll look the better, and leave no room 
for your husband, son, brother, and the 
world to think otherwise of you than that 
you are one of the most modest and refined 
of all women. The devil has brought the 
costume of the stage and church mighty 
close together. We have in recent months 
seen women at church dressed in such style 
as would have disgraced them twenty-five 
years ago, and we have sometimes felt that 
it was an insult to the house of God and 
those in charge of the services. But poor 
creatures, how we pity them! If she could 
only half realize the extent of her influ- 
ence and the possibilities in her life for the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God! 


PROOF-READERS AND CONTRIBUTORS 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Contributors have suffered so much from 
the proof-reader that this important per- 
sonage is looked upon by many of them as 
their natural enemy. This is due, I think, 
in most cases, to the lack of realization of 
how difficult a position the proof-reader 
holds. Reading rapidly for hours at a time 
the work becomes, to a great extent, me- 
chanical; consequently, mistakes are over- 
looked that would be recognized instantly 
outside of working hours. 

Most newspapers are given but one read- 
ing; the reason the magazines contain so 
few errors is, the proofs are read several 
times, and after the pages are ready for 
the press they are placed in the hands of 
a critical proof-reader for a final reading. 
Books also are given several readings before 
being printed. 


Not long ago there were several articles 
of mine in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, 
all on the same page, in which two bad mis- 
takes appeared. “Affectation” appeared as 
“affection” and “impenitent” as “imperti- 
nent.” In the latter case I was quoting 
from a writer who had testified to the sin- 
lessness of Christ and had referred to Him 
as the “one impenitent saint.” This refer- 
ence to Jesus as the “one impertinent saint” 
was somewhat startling, to say the least. 


But mistakes occur in all publications and 
will continue to be found until proof-readers 
become omniscient. As a proof-reader with 
long experience with newspapers and in 
publishing houses, I can testify that there 
are bad mistakes that have been overlooked 
by proof-readers of long experience and 
among the highest paid in the profession. I 
know a man who has read proof for thirty 
years and is in charge of the proof room of 
a great newspaper, yet who often has some 
glaring error escape him. 

The following, from the University Mis- 
sourian, well shows how unreasonable it is 
to expect perfection in proof-reading: 

A publishing firm made an attempt to 
produce a perfect book. Only expert com- 


positors were employed to set the type. The 
proof-sheets were entrusted to the most 
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careful and learned editors that could be 
found and were afterwards re-read by fif- 
teen selected proof-readers, each of whom 
was offered $50 for every error discovered. 
At the end of these arduous labors the book 
was issued to the public, and it was then 
discovered that two glaring errors were in 
the first chapter. 


ARMENIAN POETRY * 


HYMN BY NERSES THE GRACEFUL 
(Born 1102; died 1172) 


O Day-spring, Sun of righteousness, shine 
forth with light for me! 

Treasure of mercy, let my soul thy hidden 
riches see! 


Thou before whom the thoughts of men lie 
open in thy sight, 

Unto my soul now dark and dim, grant 
thoughts that shine with light! 


O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Almighty 


One in Three, 
Caretaker of all creatures, have pity upon 
me! 
* * * Oo * 


O Thou that makest old things new, renew 
me and adorn; 

Rejoice me with salvation, Lord, for which 
I inly mourn. 


Giver of good, unto my sins be thy forgive- 
ness given! 

Lead Thy disciples, heavenly King, unto the 
flocks of heaven! 


Defeat the evil husbandman that soweth 
tares and weeds; 

Wither and kill in me the fruits of all his 
evil seeds! 


O Lord, grant water to my eyes, that they 
may shed warm tears 

To cleanse and wash away the sin that in 
my soul appears! 


On me now hid in shadows deep, shine forth, 
' O glory bright! 

Sweet juice, quench thou my soul’s keen 

thirst! Show me the path of light! 


Jesus, whose name is love, with love crush 
Thou my stony heart; 

Bedew my spirit with Thy blood, and bid 
my griefs depart! 


O Thou that even in fancy art so sweet, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Grant that with Thy reality my soul may be 
sufficed ! 


When Thou shalt come again to earth, and 
all Thy glory see, 

Upon that dread and awful day, O Christ, 
remember me! 


Thou that redeemest men from sin, O Sav- 
ior, I implore, 

Redeem him who now praises Thee, to 
praise Thee evermore! 


Another is 


THE WORKING GIRL 


Beneath my window, as each morning dawns, 
You like a wandering ghost go flitting by, 
And = beauteous virgin head there 


Tears from my rosevine, leafless now and 
dry. 


I hear your footsteps in the silent street, 

And the awakened dog that barks at you; 

Or in my sleep I hear the constant cough 

That racks your lovely bosom through and 
through. 


* * * * * 


oe 


* Armenian Poetry, rendered into English verse by 
Alice Stone Blackwell. For sale by Robert Chambers, 
Room 616 Ford Building, Boston, Mass. Price, $1.50. 
This volume is being sold for the benefit of the relief 
fund. Any other contributions for the relief fund 
may be sent to Charles R. Crane, 70 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. a 
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I think that ill at home your mother lies, 
And that the oil that fed the lamp is dry, 
And to the factory you go, to toil 

For light and life. I think of it and sigh! 


I think of it and madly then I wish 
I might come down, my pallid sister dear, 
Come down to you, to kiss your thin, frail 


and, 
And whisper low, “I love you!” in your ear. 


* * * * * 


Fain would I give you all that I have won 
In life’s hard struggle, all I have of good— 
Crown you with roses of my victory, 
Roses that wear the color of blood: 


And that never more, my sister dear, 
You should be pale and hungry, coughing 


sore, 
And that your mother’s lamp should not go 


out, 
And to the factory you should go no more! 


Armenian Poems, rendered into English 
verse by Alice Stone Blackwell. For sale 
by Robert Chambers, Ford Building, Bos- 
ton, Mass. Price, $1.50. 


This volume of 295 pages contains 130 
poems by Armenian authors ranging from 
the tenth century down to the present day 
and including poems pertaining to the pres- 
ent struggle. The book is being sold for 
the benefit of the Armenian Relief Fund. 
It brings out the beautiful and tender side 
of a quiet, docile, Christian people who have 
been long opposed by the Mohammedans and 
terribly crushed and slaughtered in the 
present European war. 

The Armenian is a very ancient race. 
They were contemporary with the Assyri- 
ans and Babylonians and are of pure Cau- 
casian blood. Tradition says they are de- 
scended from Togarmah, a grandson of 
Japhet, who settled in Armenia, the Garden 
of Eden, after the Ark rested on Ararat. 
Earliest recorded history mentions them in 
their present home. Herodotus mentions 
them and Zenophon wrote of them. Eze- 
kiel refers to Armenia under the name of 
Togarmah and Jeremiah summons the 
“Kingdom of Ararat” to aid in the destruc- 
tion of Babylon. 

Tradition relates that Christianity was 
preached in Armenia early in the first cen- 
tury, by the apostles Thaddeus and Barthol- 
omew. The Armenian Church is the oldest 
national church in the world. History tells 
us that the king and the whole nation be- 
came Christian under the preaching of 
Saint Gregory in A. D. 276. This church 
has suffered constant persecution—in early 
times from the Persian fire-worshipers, in 
later centuries from the Mohammedans. 

This people is the only Asiatic nation who 
gave aid and cooperation to the Crusades. 
The Armenians have held to their faith for 
more than fifteen hundred years, but they 
have, through oppression and persecution, 
lost much of their educational and, religious 
privileges, still, we have heard missionaries 
in that region say that they have sought 


some of their church officials for informa- ° 


tion on Biblical topics, and it is among these 
long-neglected and oppressed people that the 
American Board sends their missionaries. 
Dr. James L. Barton, secretary of this 
Board and formerly president of Euphrates 
College in Turkey, says: “I know the Ar- 
menians to be, by inheritance, religious, in- 
dustrious, and faithful. They are not in- 
ferior in mental ability to any race on 
earth.” Lord Brice says: “They are a 
strong race, not only with vigorous nerves 
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and sinews, physically active and energetic, 
but also of conspicuous brain power.” 
“They have held an important place among 
the inhabitants of Western Asia since the 
sixth century.” He also adds that “most 
of the men who rose to eminence in the serv- 
ice of .the Byzantine Empire as generals 
and statesmen during the early middle ages 
were of Armenian stock.” Our own obser- 
vation when in that land confirms the opin- 
ion that they are capable, energetic, faith- 
ful, and intellectually acute, and seek to ad- 
vance, characteristically like ourselves and 
full of possibilities. E. J. B. 


LABOR OF LOVE 
BY WALTER S. PERCY 


Love the labor and it grows 
To more than all the world can pay; 
For when the task such dearness knows 
Tis like the song of play. 


Love the labor and its joys 

In duty as a privilege; 

And makes the means which it employs 
As blessed as the wage! 


Love the labor and it lifts 
Both self and others by its worth; 
And turns the guerdon into gifts 
To beautify the earth. 


E. Smithfield, Pa. 


UNHAPPY MARRIAGES 


The need for more consideration of the 
matrimonial contract, for more thought be- 
fore entering into it, and for the need of 
restrictions preventing persons not quali- 
fied for the marriage relation, is found in a 
report issued by the Secretary of State of 
Ohio. According to this report the number 
of marriages performed in the State during 
the past year was 45,294, while the number 
of divorces granted was 5,251. This gives 
a ratio of a little more than eight marriages 
to one divorce and does not take into con- 
sideration the number of divorces applied 
for and not granted. Undoubtedly if these 
were considered the number of unhappy and 
unsuccessful marriages to be recorded would 
be largely in excess of the number of 
divorces granted. 


It is evident from these figures that fam- 
ily jars are common among the households 
of Ohio. Undoubtedly there is much back- 
biting and bickering and a sad lack of con- 
sideration among husbands and _ wives. 
Quarrels and differences over matters of 
slight importance lead to ill feeling and this 
is fostered until the time finally arrives 
when peace flees the house and instead of 
connubial bliss we have war of the bitterest 
sort. 


It is true, no doubt, that many young peo- 
ple rush into marriage while in the throes 
of an infatuation, the result of an-attraction 
largely physical. It is inevitable, in a ma- 
jority of cases, that the glamour will wear 
off this relation in time and the husks that 
remain are far from beautiful. 


Often, too, persons are married who, by 
reason of physical or mental defects, should 
be barred from this relation. This should 
be the case not only because the society of 
the present day would benefit but for the 
sake of future generations.—Exchange. 
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Both Foolish and Unwise 


ADVISES LIMITING THE BIRTH-RATE 


What a mass of nonsense is credited to 
some university professors. Only the other 
day one of these learned wearers of the cap 
and gown informed us that the story of 
Adam and Eve is a myth, that no such per- 
sons ever existed; and of course the Bible 
account is untrue and we and our fathers 
have been believing a lie. Another great 
man tells us that the stories of Job, of 
Daniel, of Jonah are not to be taken as his- 
tory, but merely as fiction. Now still an- 
other man with a big name and representing 
a great institution of learning has expressed 
the opinion that “no man whose wages 
amount to less than $600 a year should 
have children.” The Christian Herald shows 
the extreme foolishness of his position in 
the following language: 


We would be compelled to dissent from 
the premises that would lead to such a 
wrong conclusion—that society should reg- 
ulate the number of babies born to the size 
of the purse. Such a rule would take out of 
society the best that America has had or is 
likely to have. It would have made impos- 
sible a Lincoln, whose father did not have 
an income of $600 a year, nor as much as 
$600 worth of property all told. With such 
a rule there would have been no Garfield, 
nor Cleveland, nor General nor Senator 
Sherman, nor perhaps a majority of our 
greatest statesmen, merchants, inventors, 
artisans, and professional men of the past 
and present. The average salary of the 
ministers of all denominations in the United 
States is said to be $750 a year, so that a 
large number must receive less than $600 
to make that low average. To take the 
children born in the humble parsonages of 
the land would be to take out of the na- 
tion’s treasury some of its richest jewels. 
The soft-handed person of affluence and the 
misty idealist may save their sympathy for 
the burden children are to the man with a 
$600 income. These very children are worth 
their weight in gold to their parents. They 
give new life and hope to the father as the 
bread-winner, and bring a joy to the home 
much more desirable than an income of 
$100,000 a year without them. These are 
the very children that are most likely to be 
found at the head of the class at school and 
in the positions of greatest usefulness and 
honor in society. At the present high cost 
of living $600 a year is not enough, but 
many of the greatest and best men and 
women of the land have been the children 
of poverty. No. Such children are not a 
burden; they are only such weight as wings 
are to birds, to bear upward the home, the 
church, and the state. To limit cradles to 
the homes that have an income of more than 
$600 would be the worst possible economy, 
for poor children as a rule grow up to be 
the support of the parents of humble in- 
comes and keep them in comfort and often 
in luxury in their old age. There are tens 
of thousands who can say, “Six hundred 
dollars is above my average income, and yet 
the best of life were the children God gave 
us, and the same children now are our finan- 
cial endowment, surer than any savings 
bank, and they are carrying us to the jour- 
ney’s end as we carried them in our arms 
at the beginning of the road.” The humble 
homes of the average American, even of the 
poor, can verify the declaration of the 
Psalmist: “Lo, children are a heritage of 
the Lord.” 


CATHOLICISM AND MARRIAGE 
The Catholic Church declares that mar- 
riage is a sacrament and therefore must be 
performed by a priest of that church. Mr. 
Gladstone says: “The Church of Rome 
teaches that no marriages can be performed 


except by her priests—all other marriages 
being but mockery, and the children of such 
marriages illegitimate.’ And when a 
Protestant marries a Catholic girl and a 
priest does not perform the ceremony, some 
priest invariably endeavors to make the lady 
believe her marriage is unlawful, and 
trouble is bound to ensue. 

Rev. C. W. Stephenson, pastor of the 
First Methodist Protestant church of De- 
troit, Michigan, in writing to the Christian 
Herald, gives two illustrations of priests in- 
terfering with married persons, as follows: 


A young man, not a Catholic, and not 
identified with any denomination, was mar- 
ried to a young woman, a nominal Catholic. 
She does not claim to live up to the teach- 
ings of her church. She was married by a 
Protestant minister. The husband stoutly 
refused to submit to any such thing as a 
priest. Less than four weeks after the mar- 
riage that young woman, who had until 
now received no attention from the priest 
(who never apparently had given her a 
thought, for she had not been in his church 
for eight months for the purpose of wor- 
ship), received a call from the priest, who 
in no uncertain terms let her know that she 
had not been “married at all,” that she was 
living “in sin,” that if any children came, 
they would be “born out of wedlock;” that 
she must be married again in order that the 
blessing of the church might rest upon her 
and her offspring. The young bride was 
frightened and in agony. She began a per- 
sistent appeal to her husband to go with her 
and have their marriage “blessed.” He has, 
we understand, yielded reluctantly, and will, 
some day in the near future, submit to the 
humiliation of remarriage by a priest for 
whom he has no feeling but the most pro- 
found disgust. 

The laws of Michigan, like the laws of 
all our States, recognize the legality of the 
marriage of these two young people. Now, 
what sort of an institution is this that comes 
in and sets aside the laws of the State, 
makes two young people wretched, and in- 
sists that it alone has the power to perform 
the marriage ceremony legally? 

In the other case, after three children 
had come to the home, the young mother 
was driven to the verge of insanity by the 
hounding priest, and the husband was fairly 
forced to yield to save the happiness of his 
home and the mental balance of his wife, 
and so their marriage had to be “blessed” by 
the priest. Is it not time that.so hot and 
so vigorous a protest arise against the as- 
sumption of power that Rome will tremble 
as she did when Luther’s hammer was heard 
against the church door, starting the world 
to thoughts of liberty and life? 

It is a serious mistake for Protestants to 


marry Catholics. They must promise the 
priest that the children shall be brought up 
in the Catholic faith, and this generally 
means trouble in the family circle later, 
especially if the Protestant has had good 
training and been brought up with any 
proper conception of the principles of the 
Christian religion.—E xchange. 


THE PSALMS 

I am just finishing a course of ‘study in 
the Psalms under Dr. White, of the Teach- 
ers’ Bible Training School of New York. 
This course has occupied my spare time for 
about a year and a half. During this study 
I have realized, as I did not so fully do 
before, the wonderful adaptation of the 
Psalms to all our spiritual needs. If the 
human heart may be regarded as a harp, 
the Psalms touch all its strings. No state- 
ments can be stronger than those of the 
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Psalms that a life apart from God is a life 
wasted and empty. They give the strongest 
reasons why all men should repent of their 
sins and be saved. What a contrast be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked in 
Psalm 1! What an ideal of the Christian 
citizen in Psalm 15! What exaltation God 
has given to the human soul in the midnight 
meditation of Psalm 8! What can excel 
Psalm 103 as an expression of thanksgiving 
and praise! How mighty is Jehovah in 
Psalm 90, and how frail is man! 

Psalm 68 was the marching song for 
Cromwell’s soldiers. It made them feel that 
they had a God of war fighting with them. 
Is it any wonder they were fearless and 
terrible to their enemies? 

Psalm 118, sung by Jesus with the dis- 
ciples on the eve of the Last Supper, is said 
to have been Luther’s favorite. When you 
read it, can you see how many parts of it 
applied to his stormy life? When a man 
is fighting such a battle as Luther fought 
to free the souls of men from the bondage 
of the superstitions of the Catholic Church, 
you can see how his arm was strengthened 
to deal such mighty blows for human free- 
dom that even the Catholic Church was in 
fear. 


Ruskin says that Psalms 72 and 75 con- 
tain in them the principles of all good gov- 
ernment. So if one wants direction in life, 
if he needs consolation in sorrow, if he 
needs courage, if he would know the way to 
the heights of joy, let him read and ponder 
deeply these sayings, which God, by His 
Holy Spirit, put into the heart of the 
Psalm writers. 


Dr. White asks a question in regard to 
the relative value of the books of the Bible 
for devotional reading. His question is: 
“What four other books would you put with 
the Psalms as the greatest books of the 
Bible for devotional reading? 


So far as my own experience goes, each 
book of the Bible as I have tried to study 
it intensively has seemed the greatest book 
in the world. This I am sure will be the 
feeling of those who give thoughtful hours 
to the Psalms. A. D. WoopworTH. 


Tokio, Dec. 12, 1916. 


LIFE’S LESSONS 


Each day in its passage, holds a leaf in 
life’s book, 
And the lesson intended should merit a look 
Of closest attention , 
By all. 


The problems presented, to you and to me, 
We carelessly solve; thus failing to see 
The value outlined 
For us all. 


Beware! When the Master, His pupils 
shall call, 
And the test for true work, on our shoulders 
shall fall, 
Will we then be found ae 
By Him? . 


Can we face the great Teacher with lessons 
well learned? 
When the Book of Life closes will we faive 
then earned 
The reward He but offers 
To all? 


Work, labor, and pray; 

For there’ s coming a day, 

When the Master will call 
For “His own.” 


ADAH C. SCHWARTZ. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World . 


——A total eclipse of the moon occurred 
January 6th, and was visible throughout 
the United States. 


——On about two million acres of Nation- 
al Forest lands grazing by domestic stock 
is either entirely prohibited or is greatly 
restricted to provide range for elk. 





Colonel Cody, known all over the 
world as “Buffalo Bill” of Buffalo Bill cir- 
cus fame, died in Denver, January 10. He 
was a pioneer plainsman and later became 
known to the world as a showman. 


——aAn unprecedented demand for dimes, 
nickles, and pennies will keep the Phila- 
delphia mint running day and night until 
early summer. The mint broke all its coin- 
age records during the year just past. 





The Czar’s prime minister, General 
Alexander Trepoff, has resigned. Dissen- 
sion in the Russian government is given as 
the cause of the sudden resignation of the 
prime minister. Prince Golitzine was ap- 
pointed to succeed him. 





The Los Angeles Lorquin Natural 
History Club has placed signs at many 
points in the mountains of southern Cali- 
fornia urging that harmless snakes be pro- 
tected. The signs read, “Do not kill harm- 
less snakes. They destroy disease-bearing 
rodent pests. The only harmful snakes in 
California are rattlesnakes.”—Youth’s Com- 
panion. 


—tThe Sheppard bill, to abolish saloons 
in the national capital after November 1, 
1917, was passed by the senate January 9, 
and then went to the house, where its 
friends claim it was assured of passage. 
The vote in the senate was 55 to 32. While 
the measure prohibits the sale of liquor in 
the District of Columbia, it permits impor- 
tation for personal use. 


——Senate and House conferees on the 
immigration bill virtually agreed after a 
conference with Secretary Lansing to ac- 
cept the measure in the form that it passed 
the Senate, without mention of Japanese 
among persons to be excluded. That would 
leave the present gentlemen’s agreement re- 
garding the entrance of Japanese laborers 
in the United States unchanged. 





Germany has obtained a secret loan 
of fifty million dollars from New York 
banks, it was learned last week, to mobilize 
a huge supply of South American wool in 
New York for shipment to the central em- 
pires the moment the war ends. Efforts 
were made to frustrate the loan arrange- 
ment but it was finally carried through. 
The British government tried to stop the 
proceedings. 





Portraits of Christ and the Apostles, 
which, it is believed, may be authentic, are 
on an old chalice dug up from the ruins of 
Antioch and now in the possession of a 
firm of art dealers in New York. The 
chalice, according to the dealers, came di- 
rectly to them from the hands of the exca- 
vators in 1910. It can be dated with cer- 
tainty to the second half of the first cen- 
tury, A. D., says Dr. Gustavus’ A. Eisen, 


the archeaologist, who is now in this country 
and who has made a preliminary report 
upon it in the American Journal of Archae- 
ology. It was found by the Arabs digging 
a well in Antioch, on the Arontes, Syria. 
At the depth of many metres they came 
upon underground chambers which con- 
tained the treasure. Experts say it is prob- 
able that the chalice is a relic of the 
cathedral erected in Antioch by Constantine 
the Great, after his removal of the capital 
of his empire to Constantinople. This An- 
tioch church was intended to be the center 
of Christian worship in the east, and re- 
mained standing until the year 526, when, 
during an assemblage of 250,000 Christ- 
ians, the city was leveled by an earthquake 
so disastrous that one building could not 
be distinguished from another in the ruins. 


——-Denmark will soon standardize shoes, 
it is expected. Government experts will 
evolve a model shoe requiring the least pos- 
sible material and uniform in style. The 
prices will be fixed by the government and 
will be guaged by the size of the shoe. It 
will be a penal offense to offer for sale or 
sell any other kind of footwear. Other nec- 
essaries will be dealt with in like manner 
if other things become scarce, so as to use 
the smallest amount of material possible. 
As to food in Denmark, the prices have been 
kept down to rock-bottom. Rye bread is 
only twenty per cent. higher than before the 
war, while sugar is almost normal. Eight 
other foods have been reduced by some 
thirty per cent. 


——In France may be found loaves of 
bread from a yard to two yards in length, 
and the bread is good. In Brittany every 
village has its bakery, and on baking days 
the housewives take their loaves of dough, 
properly marked, to the baker, and thus 
save both fuel and work. The loaves are 
marked so that the peasants are able to 
pick out their own property after the baking 
is over. The children are given bread in 
that land whenever they desire it, and the 
loaves of bread are put under a basket, on 
the top of which is a cord which runs over 
a pulley, and the other end of the cord has 
a weight which just balances the basket. 
When the children want some bread they 
pull the weight which uncovers the bread, 
help themselves to bread, and then push the 
weight up so that the basket will again 
cover the bread. This covering of the bread 


.with baskets is done because in Brittany 


the farmhouse is a roaming place for all 
sorts of farm animals, sometimes even a pig 
or a cow, and therefore a basket is needed 
to keep the bread for household use. 





The largest single day’s importation 
of gold into this country was recorded De- 
cember 28, with the deposit of $33,000,000 
by J. P. Morgan & Co., in the New York 
and Philadelphia assay offices. ‘Of this 
amount, $25,000,000 deposited in New York 
was in the form of American eagles, being 
the identical gold which was shipped to 
Paris in April, 1904, during the Roosevelt 
administration, by this government as part 
of the payment of $40,000,000 made to the 
old French Panama Canal Company, for its 
equities in the canal. It was brought back 


to this country in the same boxes in which 
it was sent abroad and in which it has been 
kept for nearly thirteen years. This gold 
represented the first importation in the 
form of American gold eagles since the pres- 
ent movement began, the bulk of previous 
receipts was in bar gold and other forms. 





Although China has an exceptionally 
heavy rainfall south of the Yangtse, from 
fifty to seventy-five inches in many places, 
half or three-quarters of the land is 
also under irrigation. The Chinese get the 
largest yield per acre of all farmers in the 
world. Meanwhile they also use the canals 
for water transportation and manage to 
grow enough fish in their irrigation trenches 
to make the rice they eat a little more ap- 
petizing. Because of the smallness of the 
average farm and the cheapness of labor, 
motor ploughs and harvesting machinery 
do not have a very ready sale in China. 


’ 


——The “society burglar,” whose opera- 
tions have caused a panic in the rich colony 
about Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, is still at 
large, January 6, despite the city-wide 
hunt which the police are making for him. 
Seven times in less than seven nights he 
has struck at the luxurious homes on and 
near the drive and has netted $10,000 in 
cash and jewelry. Eight special detectives 
have been assigned to patrol that section 
of the north side of the city known as 
“Millionaire Row” and scores of private 
watchmen have been employed, but night 
after night depredations continue. The 
house of George M. Reynolds, president of 
the Continental and Commercial National 
Bank, was entered and looted, jewels and 
cash to the amount of $3,500 being taken. 
In the houses of seven where burglaries 
were committed the methods of the burglar 
were the same and it is thought to be the 
same man who entered the homes. Other 
people in the “Row” have hastened to safety 
deposit boxes with their jewels, in fear that 
the burglar may enter their homes. 





Congressional approval of federal co- 
operation in vocational education, a step 
advocated by labor leaders and educators 
and recommended by President Wilson in 
his address at the opening of the present 
session, was given when the house passed 
the Hughes bill, similar to a measure 
passed by the senate at the last session ap- 
propriating for the training and employ- 
ment of teachers in state schools to help 
prepare boys and girls for useful employ- 
ment. The amount appropriated for the 
first year is $1,700,000, and a greater fund 
is authorized for each succeeding year until 
an annual total of $7,200,000 is reached, 
nine years hence. Administration of the 
system would be under a board created by 
the bill, and in order to participate in the 
distribution each State must appropriate 
an amount equal to the federal allotment 
to it, and must create a state board to co- 
operate with the federal officials in coordi- 
nating the work. No teacher employed un- 
der the act would be placed in any school 
under public control or which does not pro- 
vide classes both day and evening. The 
instruction offered would be only for per- 
sons more than 14 years old. 
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WHERE SHALL THE NEXT CONVEN- 
TION BE HELD? 


The Executive Board of The American 
Chrvistian Convention will meet some time 
in July, 1917, at which time it will select 
the place and determine the time (exact 
date) and plan the program for the session 
of 1918. 

This is not an easy task, and has never 
yet been done without careful and exten- 
sive consideration. The points of most vital 
importance, and which enter most fully in- 
to the consideration with reference to loca- 
tion, are: 

1. ACCESSABILITY. 

(a) Can the place be easily, quickly, 
economically reached? 

(b) Is it centrally located with refer- 
ence to the entire brotherhood? 

(c) Is it a city, or village, of sufficient 
size to merit consideration, and is 
it furnished with such public util- 
ities as hotels, restaurants, tele- 
phones, telegraph, etc.? 

2. ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(a) Is the building sufficiently large to 
accommodate the sessions, and has 
it rooms sufficient in number, and 
large enough in size, for committee 
meetings, and other purposes of 
like character? 

Is the membership of the church 
sufficiently large, and so located as 
to furnish lodging for members of 
the Convention, without inconve- 
nience to either? Members of the 
Convention should not be required 
to spend their time in making long 
trips to lodging-places. 

3. OBLIGATION. 

(a) Is the Convention by any rule or 
precedent, under obligation to meet 
in any certain section of our Zion? 

(b) Has the place under consideration 
any particular claim upon the 
brotherhood at large that would 
justify locating the Convention 
there? 

4. USEFULNESS. 

(a) Where can the Convention best 

serve itself, the entire brotherhood, 
and the Kingdom of God? 
Where can the Convention receive 
the best service from the church 
with which it meets, that it may 
thereby be the better prepared to 
serve? 


5. HISTORY. 

(a) Where have the last several Con- 
ventions been held? 

(b) Were they well attended from the 
entire brotherhood, or from any 
one section of it? Was the mem- 
bership representative? 


NoTE 1. It will be well for churches in- 
viting the Convention to meet with them, 
to go over the above items quite carefully, 
to be sure they understand them, and are 
able to meet their requirements. They 


(b) 


(b) 





should take plenty of time, give thorough 
consideration, and be specific in stating the 
terms of lodging and meals. Mail your in- 
vitations to the Convention Secretary, Day- 
ton, Ohio.. 

Note 2. The names of the churches in- 
viting the Convention to meet with them 
will be published in the order of their 
reaching the Secretary, and will be consid- 
ered in the same order by the Executive 
Board. 


NoTE 8. Churches should make up their 
minds not to be disappointed should their 
invitation not be accepted. The Convention 
can meet in but one place in 1918, and the 
Executive Board will deal fairly and im- 
partially with all invitations, and when the 
decision is reached and announced, its judg- 
ment should be respected. 


DAYTON, OHIO, 
January 3, 1916. 
Rev. ; 
, Indiana. 

My DEAR BROTHER:—I wish to assure 
you that I have not been indifferent to your 
question concerning giving, though the re- 
ply has been long delayed. There has 
scarcely been a day since I received your 
letter that I have not thought of ‘my duty 
to answer it. You are to be congratulated 
upon your splendid success. 

You say: 

At the conclusion of a service in which 
I had emphasized benevolences, a very con- 
scientious young man came to me, and put 
the matter before me in the form of a 
question, “What is the limit?” I believe 
his inquiry a good one. As a pastor I can- 
not individualize, but I can say this church 
ought to give. That is what he meant. 
Have you an answer? 

To begin, I wish to say: 


Not what we give, but what we share, 
For the gift without the giver is bare. 
—Lowell. 
There have been three distinct ways of 
giving, each preceding one being lost in the 
one that followed. 


THE FIRST WAS THE OFFERING OF THE FIRST 
FRUITS 


One specific law given by Moses was: 
“The first of the first fruits of thy ground 
thou shalt bring unto the house of Jehovah, 
thy God” (Ex. 34: 26). This law of giving 
obtained during the time that the land was 
common property, and the people unsettled 
in permanent homes. 


THE SECOND WAS THE LAW OF TITHING 


There was a time when the Israelites 
were shepherds and farmers; they did not 
own the ‘land on which they pitched their 
tents, nor the fields in which they pastured 
their flocks. One man was then equal to 
another, and the first fruits of the field, 
and of the flock, would answer. But when 
men began to own land, and control prop- 
erty, inequality prevailed among them. 
Some became merchants, and grew rich, and 
not having either field or flock, they escap- 


ed the law of the first fruits. God said 
one-tenth of your income, whether from 
field, flock, or the sale of silk, must be 
placed at the disposal of the Church. And 
we must not overlook the fact that at that 
time the church was the state and the state 
was the church, and the tithe not only went 
to support the church, but to pay what 
we now call taxes as well. I think you will 
find that a principle of. the Old Testament 
was that by the dedication of a part unto 
God the whole was dedicated. Thus by the 
separation of one tribe unto God, the whole 
of Israel was consecrated; by the setting 
apart of one day, the whole week was con- 
secrated; by the payment of one-tenth of 
the increase of the fruit of the field, the 
entire product of the field is consecrated. It 
is quite significant that the religion of the 
Hebrews reached the whole through the 
part, for at that time God was only known 
in “divers” times, and “divers” parts. But 
the religion of Jesus Christ reverses the 
order, and reaches the part through the 
whole. Jesus first gives life, and that is 
the whole, and through that He reaches the 
parts, one of which is the things life con- 
trols. The whole of what we are and what 
we have belongs to God—that is the limit. 
In the record of the Macedonian Christians 
we have this principle illustrated. They 
gave with abounding liberality; they gave 
beyond their means; they gave until the 
apostles insisted they should give no more; 
but they first gave their own selves—the 
whole—anto the Lord. He, having received 
the whole, it was an easy thing for him 
to get the parts. The limit is not reached 
in the tenth, but in the gift of the whole 
Jesus commended the widow, not for the 
part she gave, but for what she gave—the 
whole. I am sure that he who gives a 
tenth will not go far wrong, but he may 
give too much, or he may give too little. 
If a man on a yearly income of one thou- 
sand dollars a year (more than the average 
salary of the Christian preachers) can sup- 
port a family of five, and give one-tenth 
of his thousand dollars, how about the 
young man who received a like amount, and 
has not one to provide for but himself? 
Does he reach the limit when he gives a 
tenth? If five persons on a salary of one 
thousand each can care for a family of 
five, and together turn into the treasury of 
the Lord five hundred dollars, how about 
the one man whose income is five thousand 
a year? In the first instance five families 
are supported out of five thousand dollars 
—minus five hundred. While in the latter, 
only one family, and yet the law of the 
tenth says both have reached the limit. In 
many instances one man’s tenth is more 
than another man’s third. And for this 
reason the New Testament reveals a better 
way. It is not a law, nor a rule, nor a 
method, but a principle, by which the meas- 
ure of every man’s gift shall be determined 
by the act of giving himself unto the Lord. 
For myself, I say I am God’s son. I have 
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surrendered myself—the whole unto Him. 
If I am His, if I have given my whole self 
unto Him, I must render up all the parts 
as well. I say to myself, no tax is laid 
upon me for religious purposes; no stand- 
ard requiring any specified amount is set 
up as limit to my giving. *I must be honest, 
and if the whole is surrendered, so must all 
the parts be. I say for me to withhold that 
which was consecrated when I gave myself 
unto the Lord is to unchristianize myseif, 
and be untrue to the higher impulse of my 
life and the law of the Kingdom. For my- 
self I like the principle laid down by Paul, 
when he gave directions for the collection 
for the poor saints of Jerusalem. I am 
aware that that offering was for the poor, 
but it embodies and reveals the principle 
that is to govern all our giving. Here we 
have enunciated the proportionate and sys- 
tematic giving. Notice how inclusive the 
principle and method. 

“On the first day of the week.” Here 
we have system. This does away with the 
haphazard, impulsive, irregular method, 
and esablishes regularity and method. 

“A shoemaker was asked to explain how 
he contrived to give so much out of his 
meager earnings. He replied that it was 
easily done by obeying the precept, ‘Upon 
the first day of the week,’ etc. ‘I earn,’ said 
he, ‘one day with another, about a dollar 
a day, and I can, without inconvenience to 
myself or family, lay by five cents of this 
sum for charitable purposes; the amount is 
thirty cents a week. My wife takes if sew- 
ing and washing, and earns something like 
two dollars a week, and lays by ten cents 
of that. My children each earn a shilling 
or two, and are glad to contribute their 
penny; so that, altogether, we lay by in 
store forty cents a week. If we have been 
unusually prosperous, we give more. The 
weekly amount is deposited every Sunday 
morning in a box kept for that purpose, 
and reserved for future use. Thus by these 
small earnings, we have learned that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. The 
yearly amount saved in this way is about 
twenty-five dollars, which I distribute ac- 
cording to the best of my ability.” 


“Every one of you.” Paul was familiar 
with the Every-member Canvass. Doubt- 
less there were some very poor folks in the 
churches then, but no matter, they were to 
give. Evidently there were slaves in the 
membership of the churches, and they, too, 
were included. All too few feel themselves 
included in the “every one of you.” 

“Lay by in store.” Put this money into 
the treasury of the Lord, whether it be 
for current expenses, mission purposes, or 
something else. It is your honest counitri- 
bution to the family expenses. 

“As God hath prospered you.” Take an 
inventory of your income. Include your 
health, your happiness, your wages, your 
increase of stock, the yield of your field, 
your home, your all, and then lay on the 
altar the amount that will represent it. In 
the light of such an inventory a dime would 
look mighty little and mean and contempt- 
ible to a big-hearted Christian man. Across 
every instrument representing values is 
written, “The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fulness thereof.” This principle of giving 
places no restraint upon us, but every man 
as he purposeth in his heart. so let him 
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give. But that man has first of all given 
himself, the whole self, and he will purpose 
to give the part. On an old monument in 
the parish of Leek, Staffordshire, England, 
is written: 
“As I was, so be ye; 
As I am, ye shall be; 
That I gave, that I have; 
What I spent,.that I had. 
Thus I end all my cost; 
What I left, that I lost.” 
Very truly yours, 











SUNDAY SCHOOLS | 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for January 28, 1917 





REVERENCE OF JESUS FOR HIS 
FATHER’S HOUSE 


John 2: 13-22 


Time—Passover; April. A. D. 27. 

Place—The Temple in Jerusalem. 

Golden Text—My house shall be called a 
house of prayer.—Matt. 21: 13. 

Principle—Christ cleanses the physical as 
well as the spiritual life. 





Daily Readings 


Monday, Jan. 22—Marriage in Cana. 
John 2: 1-12. 
Tuesday, Jan. _23—Reverence for the 


House of God. 


Wednesday, Jan. 24—Dedicated in the 


Temple. Luke 2: 22-38. 

Thursday, Jan. 25—The Boy Jesus in the 
Temple. Luke 2: 41-52. 

Friday, Jan. 26—Vision in the House of 
God. 1 Sam. 3: 1-14. 

Saturday, Jan. 27—Joy of Church-going. 
Ps. 122. 

Sunday, Jan. 28—A House of Prayer.— 
Matt. 21: 12-17. 


Introduction 


In the descent and abiding presence of the 
Holy Spirit and the audible testimony of the 
Father, Jesus closed His private life; and 
henceforward His inner consciousness pro- 
claims Him as Christ, the Messiah. In en- 
tering upon His public ministry, “He chose 
a title, Son of Man. He worked as a man 
among men, a friend among friends, a 
tender helper among the suffering.” Yet 
every act and utterance was grandly regal, 
as if His Kingdom were already in full 
operation. His first labors were about the 
towns of Capernaum, Bethsaida, and Chora- 
zin. Then He went to Jerusalem to the 
Passover, which leads to the consideration 
of our present lesson. 


Comments 

I. He rebukes those that desecrate the 
sacred temple. The fact that it was the 
time of the Passover was the cause of His 
spending only a few days at Capernaum. 
This was the first Passover after His bap- 
tism. The second is mentioned in Luke 
6:1; the third, in John 6: 4; the fourth, in 
John 11:55, at which He was crucified. 
This would indicate that He continued His 


public ministry about three years and a 
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half. When He came to the temple, He 
found in the temple those that sold oxen. 
He casts the traders out, and works many 
miracles. The vindication of God’s house 
from profanation was the first and the last 
care of our Lord; and it is probable that He 
began and finished His public ministry by 
this significant act. His mission is to puri- 
fy all that He touches. In this cleansing 
He shows His rightful authority. 


Il. He stops the sale of sheep and owen. 
There is much conduct in modern times 
which seems similar to the profaning of the 
house of God. Many modern Christians be- 
lieve this is the way to raise money for the 
Kingdom, but this teaching would indicate 
that it is not the divine plan of supporting 
the Church. The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up. Zeal to promote the glory and 
to keep the worship pure. This zeal was a 
reference to the Messiah in the Psalms, 
showing His earnestness for the purity of 
the worship of Jehovah. The holy indigna- 
tion of Christ was stirred within Him when 
He saw how the temple was being so dese- 
crated. 

III. What sign showest thou. When 
Moses came to Egypt to deliver Israel from 
Pharaoh, he was first inspired by the divine 
Presence on Mount Horeb, and showed signs 
and miracles to prove that he acted under 
divine commission. They asked Him what 
miracles He worked to prove that He was 
vested with similar authority. In reply to 
their question, He said, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
This was to them a mystery and to Him the 
purpose to perform a miracle of raising up 
His body after His death in the resurrec- 
tion. 

They did not understand Him, for they 
began to talk of the time it took to con- 
struct the temple of Herod the Great, which 
was begun in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, but though he finished the main work 
of the temple in nine years and a half, yet 
some additional buildings or repairs went 
on for many years. Herod began the work 
about sixteen years before the birth of our 
Lord, and the transaction here considered 
took place in the thirtieth year of our Je- 
sus. This would constitute forty-six years. 

He spake of the temple of His body. The 
temple of Jerusalem was defiled, but the 
temple of His body, the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, was never defiled. We should keep 
the temple of our bodies clean or cleanse 
them from all sin by allowing Him to drive 
out that which would defile this holy temple. 

In His body was the sacred place at which 
the God-head dwelt. He represented in His 
body the sanctum sanctorum, the most sa- 
cred place where God is consciously present. 
From this truth Paul teaches us that we 
should keep clean our bodies and become 
like Him the dwelling-place of God within 
ourselves. 

When He was risen from the dead, when 
the great truth of the resurrection was 
established by His own glorious resurrec- 
tion in the raising of His body from the 
tomb, He established forever His authority 
over death and the grave. He triumphed 
and death died, and the grave lost its ter- 
ror. When this sign was given and the 
resurrection was a glorious reality and not 
a theory, they remembered His words and 
what He had said about raising up the 







































66 (18) 


temple; and they believed the Scriptures. 
While the immortality of the soul was 
taught in the Old Testament, the resurrec- 
tion of the body was not clearly taught; 
but now they saw the truth of such teach- 
ings and believed the words which Jesus 
had said, which is the blessed hope of the 
Christian for all ages and all generations. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


WwW. A. 





Harper, LL, D. 
Elon College, N. C. 


Secretary 





Topic for February 4, 1917 


VISIONS AND TASKS 
Joel 2:28, 29; 2 Chron. 34: 1-7 
(CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR DECISION DAY) 
The Scripture: 


And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 


pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and 


also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. 


Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years. 
And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in the ways of David his father, 
and declined neither to the right hand, nor to the 
left. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was yet young, he began to seek after the God of 
David his father: and in the twelfth year he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, 


and the groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images. And they brake down the altars of 
Baalim in his presence; and the images, that were on 
high above them, he cut down; and the groves, and 
the carved images, and the molten images, he brake 
in pieces, and made dust of them, and strowed it 
upon the graves of them that had sacrificed unto 
them. And he burnt the bones of the priests upon 
their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 
so did he in the cities of Manasseh. and Ephraim, and 
Simeon, even unto Naphtali, with their mattocks 
round about. And when he had broken down the 
altars and the groves, and had beaten the graven 
images into powder, and cut down all the _ idols 
throughout all the land of Israel, he returned to Jeru- 
salem. 

The Leader: Where there is no vision 
the people perish. Where there is nothing 
but vision no progress is possible. The 
visions and then work for their realiza- 
progress is assured. Let us pray for 
for visions and then work for their realiza- 
tion in practical life. Christian Endeavor 
is practical or it is nothing. What visions 
of duty to be done do we see around us? 


How shall we meet them? 


Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses: 
Tasks for Our Endeavorers; Deepening the 
Spiritual Life; Soul-winning; Christian 
Giving; World-wide Missions; The Work in 
the Home Land; The Need of Peace; How 
It Can Come. 


Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting: Why do we need vision? How 
can we get it? Do visions hurt unless 
acted upon? How do we get strength to act 
upon our visions? Why do we need wis- 
dom as well as vision? What tasks await 
us in our church? Our community? Our 
country? God’s world? What place will 
prayer have in helping us realize on our 
visions? What is my duty? 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR GLEANINGS 


Of all the States, California has the lar- 
gest number of Tenth Legion members 
(tithers) , namely, 8,358. 

In Collegeport, Tex., there is a Christian 
Endeavor Society among whose members 
fourteen denominations 


are represented. 


And ° 
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Verily Christian Endeavor is interdenomi- 
national. 

Christian Endeavor field-secretaries are 
energetic. For example, during the three 
years since Field-Secretary Walker, of In- 
diana, began his work, he has attended fifty- 
eight conventions and 261 rallies, made 927 
addresses reaching 65,405 persons, written 
7,199 letters, traveled 41,083 miles, and 
turned out 103,870 pieces of printed matter 
and mimeographed sheefs. 

The new president of the Connecticut 
Christian Endeavor union is a woman, Mrs. 
Charles F. Taylor, a Christian Endeavor 
Expert, a lecturer, and an _ experienced 
musician. 

At the recent Nebraska Christian En- 
deavor convention thirty-three young folks 
dedicated their lives to full-time Christian 
service as ministers, missionaries, and the 
like. 

A Colorado society, in a town of about a 
hundred, has a membership of seventy-five. 


A NOBLE BRITISH ENDEAVORER 

Henderson Wilkes, a British Endeavorer, 
a school-teacher, joined the navy at athe 
outbreak of the war, and fell in action on 
July 4 of this year. At Blandford Camp, 
where he went into training, no non-con- 
formist religious service had been held un- 
til he appeared. He asked permission to 
hold services. This was granted, and his 
work became a great success. He played 
the organ, and his personal contact with his 
comrades was a source of great blessing. 


TITHING UNION FUNDS 


General Secretary Shaw has made a wise 
suggestion regarding the funds of Christian 
Endeavor local unions. As tithing has 
proved so helpful to individuals, he urges 
that it would be equally helpful to these 
organizations, and invites them to set apart 
one-tenth of their receipts from the societies 
for the world-wide work of Christian En- 
deavor through the United Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor. This proposal has already 
found wide favor, many of the largest un- 
ions promising their adherence -to the plan. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR AND LABOR 


The Topeka Christian Endeavor union 
took part in the last Labor Day parade of 
that city, sending an automobile which bore 
the conspicuous placard, “Jesus Christ was 
a carpenter.” In an effort to get laborers 
to apply the principles of Christianity to 
labor problems, this Christian Endeavor un- 
ion sends three representatives to the meet- 
ings of the Topeka Industrial Council, a Ia- 
bor organization. One of the Endeavorers 
is threatened with loss of employment if he 
persists in speaking to the men on industrial 
subjects. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR ABROAD 


At least one Endeavorer was on the War- 
rior, the British warship which sank after 
the Jutland fight. Another Endeavorer, 
Rogerson, was saved from the Hampshire, 
which went down with Lord Kitchener on 
board. 

The recent convention in Travancore, In- 
dia, brought together two thousand Endeav- 
orers, who carried out a stirring program, 
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including a brilliant procession on a three- 
mile route around the city. 

President Bean, of the Australasian Chris- 
tian Endeavor union, has left Australia to 
serve in the war as a Y. M. C. A. secretary. 

The Northeast London (England) Chris- 
tian Endeavor union keeps in touch with its 
soldier members by monthly letters, .each 
written by hand. 

The Aberdeen, Scotland, Christian En- 
deavor union was recently addressed by the 
famous author, Dr. James Stalker, who 
showed the Endeavorers a Christian En- 
deavor spoon given him by Dr. Clark more 
than twenty years ago. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





A very interesting letter from Rev. E. K. 
McCord, our missionary at Sendai, Japan, 
will be mailed this week week to all our so- 
cieties. Any society failing to receive one 
should write immediately to Mrs. Lulu 
Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio, and an- 
other will be mailed to them. 





The mid-year meeting of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Mission Board of the 
Western Indiana Christian Conference con- 
vened in Crawfordsville, at the Commun- 
ity House, the tenth day of January, 1917. 

Donation, one can of fruit to Community 
House. 

Dinner served, 25c. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES 


Song—“All the Way My Savior Leads Me.” 
Devotional - - Rev. V. O. Rector 
Reading of previous minutes. 
1917 Conference Plans. 
“Antioch Inspiration” 
Led by Mrs. Pearl Mosier 
“Standard of Excellence for Local Socie- 
ties” - -  Beluah Caplinger 
Noon. 

&& “Nogenzaka?” 
Song—“Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 
Closing Mrs. W. P. Kibbey 

CARRIE B. BEAVOR, Pres. 

Maup K. MarrTIN, Vice-Pres. 

MARGARET KIpsBey, Rec. Sec. 

DELLA S. HENDERSHOT, Cor. Sec. 

REATHA S. HENDERSON, Treas. 
Official Board. 





Life members in Foreign Board received 
since last report: 


Mrs. Maggie Kibbey, Advance, Ind. 
Mrs. Maud Martin, Mellott, Ind. 

Miss Jessie Bottenfield, Hancock, Md. 
Mrs. Rosa Hannah, Hamersville, O. 
Mrs. Louise C. Ely, Dewittville, N. Y. 
Mrs. T. A.. Hollenbeck, Springboro, Pa. 
Mrs. Laura Spacht, Eaton, O. 

Miss Etta Lohr, Mt. Vernon, O. 

Mrs. C. W. Johnson, Urbana, III. 

Mrs. L. E. Smith, Huntington, Ind. 
Mrs. Chloa E. Davis, Huntington, Ind. 
Miss Margaret F'ahnestock, Greenville, O. 
Mrs. Hiley Baker, Versailles, O. 

Miss Olive Williams, Ponce, P. R. 


POST-CARDS 


Yes, we have them now. Our Literature 
Department has beem without them for a 
while, but we have just reeently received a 
good supply of the Orphanage pictures at 
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Sendai, Japan. We have also a picture of 
a group of Japanese at a Sunday service. 
The cards are one cent each. Send for a 
supply to use in your mission work. 





ORDERS BY WIRELESS 


All orders for literature are promptly 
filled, but when an order comes to the De- 
partment by wireless, we try to be doubly 
prompt, as was the case a short time ago, 
when Mrs. Athella Howsare, of Eaton, 
Ohio, sent in a wireless message, ordering 
the prayer leaflets for their missionary so- 
ciety. 








FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. 'T. Morrill - - - Secretary 


Our past year was our best foreign mis- 
sion year, and this year will be better. 





Two events ahead, one of local import, one 
of denominational scope: Muncie Mission 
Study Conference, and the Foreign Mission 
Offering. Remember both, and plan to help. 


It is passing strange that Christians still 
hesitate to launch out on an adequate scale 
for the accomplishment of Christ’s great 
purpose for the world. His salvation is 
ample to save the world. His power is ade- 
quate for the task. His followers are num- 
erous enough and wealthy enough to pro- 
vide for world evangelization. And yet the 
Church halts. Our own Church halts. 


Brethren awaken to the magnificent op- 
portunity God has set before us! Devote 
to God just that which He demands to the 
support of the cause! Consecrate your 
youth to the cause at home and abroad! 
Then will your souls revel in spiritual pow- 
er and your churches will be sought of peo- 
ple looking for eternal life. ’ 


MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 


The missionary forces of America are 
now, by representatives, holding two confer- 
ences—the Home Missions Council in New 
York City, the Foreign Missions Conference 
at Garden City, Long Island. Preceding 
these, the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin-America held its annual session in 
New York City. The first session was held 
before the Congress on Panama; another 
session was held just at the close of that 
Congress. . It is now less than a year since 
the Panama gathering, but the results of 
the committee’s work since that date are 
very surprising, as reports just submitted 
show. Never have missionary forces scat- 
tered over a whole continent and more re- 
sponded so quickly to a eall for greater 
cooperation and efficiency. Union schools, 
union periodicals, shifting of fields and 
forces, the dispelling of suspicions, new mis- 
sions undertaken, and new countries en- 
tered, a Sunday-school secretary and an edu- 
cational secretary for South America, a lit- 
erature secretary for all of Latin-America 
—these are some of the direct fruits of the 
committee’s work and of the Panama Con- 
gress. No one supposed that so much could 
be accomplished in so short a time. And 
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this :‘means the expenditure of thousands of 
dollars raised. 

The Garden City meeting has already fur- 
nished inspiration of a most remarkable 
character. Several reports of the Panama 
Congress and the Regional Conferences fol- 
lowing have conclusively shown that Latin- 
America’s new day has dawned. The re- 
ports of the Congress and Conferences are 
just off the press and will soon be ready for 
distribution. Appeal has been made for 
funds that hundreds of sets of the reports 
may be sent free to leading Latin-Amer- 
icans to quicken their moral and spiritual 
pulse, and help them to see the actual plight 
of their countries and the almost unlimited 
uplift to be obtained from Christianity and 
missions. 

This evening we have had the story of the 
Presbyterian mission in the Kamerun coun- 
try of West Africa centering in the famous 
Elat church, where, when the war began, 
there were more than 3,000 members and 
15,000 catechumens. Those figures have 
been swelled to 4,700 and 18,000. All this 
work has been possible by use of native 
Bible readers and evangelists, and is self- 
supporting. Some small congregations main- 
tain thirty or more of the evangelists. Dur- 
ing the war some mission stations have been 
entirely destroyed, congregations scattered, 
and hundreds, if not thousands of people, 
killed or starved. But during this baptism 
of fire not more than six per cent. of the 
converts have been unfaithful. The African 
makes a good, efficient Christian when he 
has opportunity. 

The task in Africa will be greater than 
ever when war is past. Boards are sum- 
moned to supreme effort. 


WHAT IS EDUCATION? 


The best and most important part of 
every man’s education is that which he 
gives himself.—Gibbon. 

Education is the apprenticeship of life.— 
Willmott. 


The best education is to be had at a price, 
as well as the. best broadcloth— Anthony 
Trollope. 

The education of life perfects the think- 
ing mind, but depraves the frivolous —Mme. 
de Stael. 

Education is only like good culture—it 
changes the size, but not the sort—Henry 
Ward Beecher. 

What sculpture is to the block of marble, 
that education is to the human soul.—Addi- 
son. 

No inheritance can supply the want of 
virtuous education—Thomas Wilson. 

A complete and generous education fits a 
man to perform justly, skilfully, and mag- 
nanimously all the offices of peace and war. 
—AMilton. 

Next in importance to freedom and jus- 
tice is popular education, without which 
neither justice nor freedom can be perma- 
nently maintained.—President Garfield. 

Women, like men, must be educated with 
a view to action, or their studies cannot be 
called education—Harriet Martineau. 

Do not ask if a man has been through 
college, but ask if a college has been through 
him.—Chapin. 
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Those who provide much wealth for their 
children, but neglect to improve them in 
virtue, do like those who feed their horses 
high, but never train them for service— 
Socrates. 


The fruits of the earth do not more ob- 
viously require labor and cultivation to pre- 
pare them for our use and subsistence than 
our faculties demand instruction.—Barrow. 


Education is a better safeguard of liberty 
than a standing army. If we retrench the 
wages of the schoolmaster, we must raise 
those of the recruiting sergeant.—Edward 
Everett. 


A good education is generally considered 
as reflecting no small credit on the possess- 
or; but in the majority of cases it reflects 
credit on the wise solicitude of his parents 
or guardians, rather than on himself.— 
James Cotter Morison. 


GOOD RESOLUTIONS 


I will be neat. 

I will do honest work. 

I will be master of myself. 

I will keep my mind clear. 

I will learn to love good books. 

I will not even shade the truth. 

I will be punctual in all things. 

I will never spend more than I earn. 

I will not acquire bad habits. 

I will not let my temper control me. 

I will read my Bible and pray every day. 

I will be agreeable and companionable. 

I will not become habitually suspicious. 

I will “do right though the heavens fall.” 

I will know well some honest business. 

I will not write a letter when I am angry. 

I will not overrate nor undervalue myself. 

I will not be a whining, fault-finding pes- 
simist. 

I will neither 
heartedly. 

I will be courteous to old people and to 
women. 

I will deserve confidence whether I get it 
or not. 

I will not meddle with what does not con- 
cern me. 

I will be an avowed servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I will keep my eyes, ears, and heart open 
to the good. 

I will never let another person lead me to 
act like a fool. 

I will not break an engagement or a prom- 
ise, if I can keep it. 

I will not engage in any questionable 
amusement or employment. 

I will exert myself in all honorable ways 
to make and keep friends. 

I will when I undertake a thing be sure 
I’m right and then stick to it. 

I will not waste the next ten years, the 
most important of my whole life. 

I will keep myself physically clean, men- 
tally alert, morally pure, and spiritually 
alive—The Cumberland Presbyterian. 


work nor play half- 


The law of harvest is to reap more than 
you sow. Sow an act, and you reap a habit; 
sow a habit, and you reap a character; sow 
a character, and you reap a destiny.— 
Boardman. ; 
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Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD ([Believer-Training 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


Se 





NEW ENGLAND NOTES 


South Portsmouth, R. I.—Rev. Robert 
Downing, pastor of the South Portsmouth 
church, is now in a position to respond to 
calls for evangelistic work until April. Be- 
fore becoming a pastor, Bro. Downing spent 
six years in the field as an evangelist, so 
that the work is by no means an experiment 
with him. It is not his purpose to abandon 
his pastoral work, but to supplement it with 
such help to the brethren in other fields as 
may desire to avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity to secure his services. He is a man 
of unusual force, and our brethren in New 
England may do well to communicate with 
him. P. S. SAILER. 


Lynn, Mass., Jan. 8—The members of the 
Lynn church are rejoicing over the fact 
that the indebtedness which has been hang- 
ing over the church has been entirely cleared 
up and that they stand at the beginning of 
the New Year free of debt. For more than 
six months the members have been putting 
forth every effort to bring this about, and 
“the end crowns the work.” We wish 
through the columns of your paper to thank 
those who have in any way assisted us to 
lift this burden. Much enthusiasm is being 
manifested in the evangelistic services 
which are to be held in the church during 
the greater part of the month of February, 
closely following the Sunday campaign. 
Rev. E. S. Pauling, of Salem, a consecrated 
servant of God, will conduct the meetings, 
assisted by the pastor and by Mr. Pauling’s 
son, as choir director. Committees have 
been appointed to arrange for these services 
which will be organized much after the man- 
ner of the Sunday meetings. Cottage pray- 
er-meetings will be held twice each week un- 
til Mr. Pauling arrives and with the earn- 
est and prayerful cooperation of the mem- 
bers we are expecting that many souls may 
be born into the Kingdom in this locality, 
for we know that “The fields are white to 
the harvest.” 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, Jan. 12—Pastor S. Price, with 
Sister K. E. Miller, are engaged in special 
services with the church at Pierson. They 
are having good audiences and a growing in- 
terest. Pastor A. B. Cochnower is in the 
midst of his revival in Tuscola. There were 
two conversions this week. Brother Coch- 
nower is well liked and is doing some good 
pastoral work. The church is rallying to 
him. I go to Milmine to-morrow and am 
planning for special services at U. C. Chapel 
beginning Monday evening. In the loss of 
Brother G. D. Lawrence the church at 
Arthur is left without a pastor. The church 
- much in need of a good strong man.— 

OEL. 


Louisville, Jan. 13—We closed at Brock- 
ville on a rising tide and with a 
sweet atmosphere. The meeting should 
have run another week, but the forces 
were not organized for a further cam- 
paign. One young man was converted 
and joined the church. Pastor Reich has a 
fine class of people, both young and old. I 
am now at Mt. Pleasant, Western Confer- 
ence, near Smithfield, in a good meeting 
with splendid outlook. Rev. L. M. Leavitt 
is greatly interested in the work here and 
making sacrifices for same. Revival at 
Louisville starts off hopefully. We pray for 
a great victory. We feel sad at the going 
4 gig friend, Rev. G. D. Lawrence.— 


Poplar Grove, Jan. 28—At home for 


Christmas vacation, which ends the eleventh 


inst., when I will return to my work in 
Iowa. In November I held a meeting of 
fourteen days with the Oak Grove church, 
near Cranston, Iowa, which was good, con- 
sidering the cunditions, which were not at 
all favorable. However the interest was 
good, and the nieeting closed with good at- 
tendance. December 10, commenced a meet- 
ing with the Antioch church, near Perlee, 
Iowa, and continued till December 24, when 
we closed with a splendid interest, and large 
attendance, many of whom came forward 
and gave to the pastor and each other their 
hand in token of a covenant made, to re- 
consecrate and dedicate their lives and serv- 
ice to God for the coming year’s work, for 
which we thank God. There were no addi- 
tions to the churches, but six were dismiss- 
ed, by letter, from the Antioch church.— 
K. W. PITTMAN. 


Newton, Jan. 12—I was called to my 
father’s home, Fithian, Illinois, last Thurs- 
day night a week.ago to the bedside of my 
Brother Harold, who underwent a very seri- 
ous surgical operation the next day after 
my arrival. The latest report is that he is 
recovering slowly. Last Monday Mrs. Geed- 
ing was called to the bedside of her father 
at Trimble, Illinois. He is recovering. Plans 
are being laid for the reorganization of the 
Newton Sunday-school. The Ladies’ Aid 
is doing good work. Recently we had the 
church roof and cupalo painted at a cost of 
$42.00. The prayer-meeting: on last Tues- 
day night was unusually good. There is to 
be a cottage prayer-meeting in the home of 
Jeff. McCullom to-night. Our Juniors have 
been organized into a Junior Christian En- 
deavor to meet on Sunday afternoons. With 
all the Newton work is encouraging. I go to 
assist Rev. Wm. Land in a meeting at 
Bethel church, north of Louisville, next 
Tuesday. Pray for us.—E. C. GEEDING. 


Ellery—I have just returned home from 
my appointment at Pleasant Union church. 
We, had a fine meeting. The church is in 
fine shape and the people have a mind to 
work and are doing things. Sunday-school 
is fine and growing, with everybody inter- 
ested. They have prayer-meeting every 
Sunday night and do not omit it even when 
the preacher is there. Sunday night we 
had a blessed meeting, féeling the Spirit 
very near. I am certainly proud of the 
work at Pleasant Union. The house is well 
cared for under the labor of Brother Chris 
Moore. We would not forget Brother Ben- 
nett, who came to our rescue in Novem- 
ber and did such splendid work in the com- 
munity. May the Lord bless him and give 
him great success in his field work. I go to 
Berlin church next Sunday. I am asking 
the prayers of all praying people, for I feel 
the need of it—WILLIE LAND. 


Hunt, Jan. 9—On January 7, we closed 
a two weeks’ meeting at Brockville. One 
young man came forward and confessed 
Christ and joined the church. He at once 
went right to work in the social and prayer 
services. While the number looked small, 
we feel the harvest is great in the saving 
of one soul. The meetings were splendid, 
especially the day services, so that we are 
encouraged to take a stronger hold on the 
promises of our Savior and a firmer stand 
for His cause. We believe there are many 
good seeds sown from which a harvest will 
be reaped by and by. The Sunday-school 
and Endeavor are progressing at this place. 
We have a fine lot of working young peo- 
ple who are active. We have lost some 
faithful workers in the removal from our 
community of Brother Charles Yount and 
family. Our young pastor, Rev. Lloyd 
Reich, is proving himself to be a very 





worthy young man, and a more conscien- 
tious and zealous young minister would be 
hard to find. We look forward to the day 
when he shall have finished school and can 
turn his entire attention to the ministry 
with bright hopes. We believe there are 
great things in store for him in his future 
ministry. He spent thirteen days in the 
Brockville community and during that time 
he visited thirty-eight homes and made 
many friends. Brother Sano, the Japanese 
student from Merom College, spent the holi- 
day week with us and helped in the meet- 
ings. He also has a very promising future. 
Both his talks and his singing were enjoyed 
and appreciated by large crowds, who came 
to hear him. His pleasant manner and con- 
genial disposition won for him many 
friends. Another visit from him will be 
appreciated by the people of Brockville. 
Rev. A. H. Bennett, state evangelist, was 
also with us ten days of the meeting. He 
preached several times and sang many fine 
old hymns. He was indeed a great help to 
us. It would be difficult to remain 
“grouchy” and “frowny” under the influ- 
ence of his singing that beautiful song, 
Keep Sweet. It would also be difficult to 
think only of your trials and disappoint- 
ments while he.sings, Count Your Blessings. 
—ANNA MADDEN. 


INDIANA 


Argos, Jan. 8—I took charge of the Ar- 
gos church September first. I was very 
much pleased with the church here and the 
work was starting off nicely, until the first 
of December I had a stroke af paralysis 
and have not been able to do much work 
since. I am better at this writing, how- 
ever, and have preached three sermons and 
had to sit on a chair, as I did not have the 
strength to stand and preach. The people 
have a mind to work and we are expecting 
good results this year.—O. A. Harris, Pas- 
tor. 


Kokomo, Jan. 9—Sunday evening, Jan. 
7, closed three weeks’ revival with Farr- 
ville church, Miami Reserve Conference, 
with forty-two consecrations, conversions, 
and thirty-one additions to local church. 
Gréatest revival in quiet spiritual power 
writer has enjoyed for score of years as 
pastor. We had the consecrated service of 
pastor, Rev. C. S. Masterson, Pittsboro, 
Ind., pastor Raintown and Youngs Creek 
churches. Splendid Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety organized with aid of Mrs. Gott.— 
R. H. Gort. 


Farrville, Jan. 11—The new Christian 
church at Farrville, Ind., was dedicated De- 
cember 17, 1916, by Rev. William Cunning- 
ham, of Alexandria, Ind., president of the 
Indiana Miami Reserve Christian Confer- 
ence, and the pastor, Rev. R. H. Gott. Re- 
vival services foilowed with three weeks’ 
meeting, conducted by the pastor and evan- 
gelist, Rev. Masterson, of Pittsboro, Ind. 
A very successful meeting was held with 
thirty-one additions to the church, and thir- 
ty-six conversions, and a very interesting 
Christian Endeavor Society has been organ- 
ized by the young people of this place.— 
Mary FERGUSON, Church Clerk. 


Goshen, Jan. 9—Morris Peterson, of Al- 
bert City, Iowa, has accepted a call to be- 
come pastor of the First Christian church 
of Goshen, Ind., to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Rev. W. P. Minton, 
who has been pastor of the church for more 
than six years with marked success. Rev. 
Minton is now doing evangelistic work. 
Mr. Peterson comes to the Goshen church 
very highly recommended. He is a college 
and seminary graduate, with the A. M. and 
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Ph. D., degrees, has been in the ministry 
for the last fourteen years, working part 
of the time as an interdenominational evan- 
gelist. Is a member of the Southwestern 
Christian Conference of Iowa, which recom- 
mends him very highly.—A. J. MEHL. 


INDIANA 


Mellott, Jan. 12—During the four months 
we have been on our new work here, we have 
been kept busy trying to get hold of things. 
Besides the large amount of visitation re- 
quired in a new parish and the regular work 
of the pastorate, the writer has held special 
evangelistic meetings at both the Union and 
Mellott churches. The meeting at the for- 
mer place was good in many respects, and 
yet the results were not what we had hoped 
for. The nearness to election, with the po- 
litical speaking, rallies, etc., hindered the 
meetings much. One conversion and one 
rededication were the visible results. The 
reconsecration, however, was that of an old 
college mate, and we feel repaid for our 
meeting just to see him get on his feet 
again. The meeting at Mellott was held at 
a time when there was nothing to hinder. 
The attendance was large, the interest good, 
and the response to the gospel invitation 
gratifying. The meeting resulted in twen- 
ty-two conversions, two reconsecrations, and 
twenty-three additions to the church. The 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit were 
manifest throughout the meeting and we 
thank God for the victory, realizing that it 
was through His great power that victory 
came. The missionary interests of the 
churches at both Mellott and Union are well 
looked after by senior societies. The Mel- 
lott church has also a Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Society which is doing very good 
work. Just before Christmas they sent to 
Miss Williams a valuable box containing 
articles to be given at Christmas time to 
their dark-skinned sisters of our island pos- 
session. The senior society of Mellott has 
recently held two valuable meetings. One, 
called “Guest Day,” was an interesting and 
inspiring service, with a very large attend- 
ance both from the local and from visiting 
societies. The other service was the “Thank 
Offering” service held Thanksgiving night. 
A substantia! offering was taken for the 
funds for Bishop Cottage and the Dogen- 
zaka Building Lot. Rally Day at both 
churches was a great success with 275 pres- 
ent at Mellott and about half that number 
at Union. A standard was adopted toward 
which the Mellott Sunday-school will work 
during the year. We are planning to reor- 
ganize our Christian Endeavor Society here 
soon, perhaps adopting the “Increase and 
Efficiency Standards.” Perhaps many have 
been asking, “What has become of the In- 
diana State Conference?” Dr. Smith and 
the writer,-as well as the other members of 
the Executive Board are forced to answer, 
in humiliation, that it had to go begging, 
because no church could be found that was 
willing to extend an invitation to the con- 
ference to meet with them. Letters and 
then more letters were written by both sec- 
retary and president, asking certain church- 
es to consider the matter, but time came and 
went for the convening of the conference 
without an invitation. A sad commentary 
indeed on Indiana’s interest in the State 
work. Now it is our plan to hold a spring 
convention at Huntington unless some 
church more centrally located will extend an 
invitation to us. Representative ministers 
and lay workers from over the State will 
meet and go over the situation, planning 
some way of getting the interests of the 
State work before our people, that it mav 
receive the recognition and support it should 
have. There is a place for the State Con- 
ference in our work here in Indiana and we 
should get under the burden. The work has 
never meant what it should mean to In- 
diana. We need to rally and make the 
State Conference a vital force in the devel- 
opment of the work in the State. A recent 
visit with home folks at Christiansburg, 
Ohio, afforded us an opportunity of worship- 
ing in the church of our bovhood days and 
preaching for tried and true friends. Bro. 


Miller is doing a splendid work and is loved 
by the people whom he is so loyally and ac- 
ceptably serving.—W. H. MARTIN. 


IOWA 


Linden, Jan. 13—It may be of interest to 
some to know that Linden, Iowa, is still on 
the map. We have been so very busy with 
the affairs of the church, that we did not 
take time to write sooner. We are prepar- 
ing for a revival. The first thing we did 
was by the help of the Aid Society, to build 
a new porch 7x20 on the parsonage, and 
give all two good coats of paint. Then we 
took out the old plain windows from the 
church building, and replaced them with 
new art glass windows. Again the Ladies’ 
Aid came to our help, and a new hard pine 
floor was laid in the church, and a choir 
loft built. Next will follow the refinishing 
of the woodwork, and the beautifying of the 
walls, and as soon as the weather will per- 
mit, the church building will receive outside 
attention in two good coats of paint. Well, 
we are beginning to feel that our property 
is looking something more like we cared for 
it, even though we gave it to the Lord. The 
Friends held a special meeting early in the 
winter, and now the M. E. people are in the 
thick of the battle, with both the members 
of the Friends and the Christians standing 
shoulder to shoulder in the work. The devil 
has gotten stirred, and has inaugurated a 
dance or two, and some of his imps are tell- 
ing all the lies they can think of about the 
preachers, and workers. One dear brother, 
whose mind was so completely poisoned with 
“Russellism,” came forward in the meeting, 
and told how it had robbed him of his spir- 
ituality, and almost his mind, and how he 
did warn people about following these 
“anti-Christs.” We do not yet know just 
when we will start in a campaign of special 
meetings, but we are waiting for the Lord 
to direct, meanwhile we are getting ready. 
Bringing “in the tithes and offerings,” and 
we will do as the Lord commanded, “Prove 
him therewith, to see if he will not open the 
windows of heaven, and pour us out a bless- 
ing.” Oh, how we need it in this little town. 
So many parents who utterly disregard the 
church, and all moral and religious efforts 
for the uplift of the community. At the 
Shiloh church matters are shaping them- 
selves for a new building, and the Lord 
somehow has prevented the brethren from 
buying an old building, though it seemed a 
good thing to do, at one time, but I am 
satisfied He wants us to do the better thing, 
and give to Him something better than that 
which some one else has discarded. Shiloh 
is abundantly able to build a good church 
building, that will be a credit to the com- 
munity, and I am sure that God will bless 
the effort, as soon as the people have the 
courage and faith to arise and build. May 
God bless His work everywhere.—E. E. 
BENNETT. 

IOWA 


Orient—We had pleasant and, I trust, 
profitable services at both churches of my 
charge last Sabbath, January 7. The Pleas- 
ant Ridge church will lose one of its faith- 
ful families this next spring. Edward Ab- 
bott, Sr., has sold out and will move about 
five miles south of the Hill of Zion church. 
Mr. Reeve’s family will move from the Hill 
of Zion neighborhood and be nearer to the 
Pleasant Ridge church and they will help 
us in the work there. H. C. Shuko, of 
3849 Jansen Ave., Chicago, Ill., a graduate 
of the Moody Bible Institute, is open to a 
call from a Christian church. He had a 
number of years of experience in evangelis- 
tic work before he entered the ministry. I 
wish some of our churches in need of a pas- 
tor would write to him. I believe he will 
make a faithful pastor. I have never heard 
him preach, but I have met him personally, 
and’ was much pleased with my visit with 
him. Among the references given is Rev. 
Morris Peterson, of Albert City, Iowa. 
Write him. Get in touch with this conse- 
crated young man, you who are in need of 
a pastor. He may do you good. The Hill 
of Zion congregation may make some much- 
needed improvements to the church the com- 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (21) 69 


ing year. We are in need of a baptistry, 
some more rooms, a basement, and a fur- 
nace. The Pleasant Ridge people are in 
need of a church building. The greatest 
need, however, is a vision of the real oppor- 
tunity there is for these churches, and the 
spirit that says, “Here am I, send me.” 
—D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 


JAPAN 


Utsunomiya, Dec. 13—The W. C. T. U. 
sisters in America will be glad to hear of 
the temperance address I gave this after- 
noon to the pupils of the nurses’ training- 
school, where I have taught Bible two hours 
a month, since April first of this year. The 
school now has fifteen students. . Ten were 
present to-day. I had them look up and 
read these references in their combined 
New Testaments and Psalms and their tiny 
book of Proverbs:—Prov. 20:1; 23: 20, 29- 
32; Rom. 13:13; 14:7, 18, 15, 21; 1 Cor. 
5:11; 6:10; 8:9-13; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 
5:18; 1 Thess. 5:7. Had their teacher, a 
Methodist Christian and member of the W. 
C. T. U., read Hosea 4:11, and write all 
the references and the words of the last 
text on the blackboard. The twenty young 
soldiers who were just killed by a drunken 
trainman dispatching a freight train into 
their train was an opportune illustration. 
Few others were needed. I saw by the nods 
of approval that I had the sympathy of the 
audience, so, at the close, asked for a show 
of hands of those who were willing to sign 
the pledge. Every hand went up. Their 
teacher said she will organize them into a 
“Y.”—SusIE V. Fry. 

NEW YORK 

Morganville, N. Y., Jan. 10—April 1, 
1917, my services as pastor of the Morgan- 
ville Christian church, with whom I have 
labored for the past six years, will cease. 
Any church desiring my services as pastor 
after above date, please address me at Mor- 
ganville, N. Y. References will be furnish- 
ed if desired and any questions answered.— 
REv. J. A. Foss. 

OHIO 

North Clayton, Jan. 9—A series of two 
weeks’ meetings closed at this place Sunday 
evening, January 8, conducted by the pas- 
tor, C. A. Denison. The results of the meet- 
ings were a good general revival of the 
church and nineteen additions—seventeen 
conversions and two by letter. As Brother 
Denison is soon to begin a series of -meet- 
ings in his other field of labor, we will pray 
for God’s richest blessings to be with him 
in the meetings.—Mrs. ELLEN ADAMS, Sec- 
retary. 


Springfield, Jan. 8—We received seven 
members at the morning service yesterday 
morning. Splendid congregations to begin 
the new year. We hope to make this the 
best year of all in our church work here. 
An effort will be made to get the entire 
Bible School into the morning church serv- 
ice. To this end the pastor has announced 
that each Sunday morning before the reg- 
ular sermon he will preach a five-minute 
object sermon to the children. The first 
one was given yesterday morning.—H. R. 
CLEM,. Pastor. 


Fairview—Our special meetings which be- 
gan December 10 and closed Sunday even- 
ing, December 24, proved a great blessing to 
the church and community. The weather 
was very cold, but a good attendance pre- 
vailed throughout these services. Our pas- 
tor, Rev. A. E. Cortner, gave soul-stirring 
messages, with power and excelleney. There 
were eight accessions to the church, six of 
whom acknowledged Christ as their personal 
Savior, and two came by letter. The sing- 
ing was conducted by Miss Frankie I Keys, 
whose services were highly appreciated. A 
manifestation of the Lord’s Spirit seemed 
present in every service. Bro. Cortner came 
to this place in October, 1914, and has re- 
ceived sixty-eight additions to the church 
membership. May the dear Lord have all 
the praise—TRESSIE PUTERBAUGH. 


' West Liberty, Jan. 8—As we have not 
seen a letter in THE HERALD from West 
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Liberty for so long and so few letters from 
Ohio, we are led to write. Why is it that 
more of the churches do not report what 
they are doing, especially from our own 
State of Ohio? We are glad to report a 
great work being done in the church here, 
under the pastorate of Rev. T. C. House. 
Brother House was called from Legrand, 
Iowa, to take charge of the work here, the 
first of November, and surely has proven 
himself a consecrated worker. While he 
has been here only two months, he has the 
church in a good working condition and 
well organized. Our evangelistic services 
begin next Thursday evening. Rev. Roy 
C. Helfenstein, of Urbana, Illinois, will as- 
sist the pastor. Have been holding cottage 
prayer services for the last two weeks pre- 
paratory for the evangelistic services and 
they have been well attended and an in- 
spiration to all in attendance. While the 
date set for the beginning of the revival 
services is January 11, they actually began 
two weeks previous, for on Sunday, Dec. 
31, nine precious souls came forward and 
gave their hearts to God, during the morn- 
ing service, and last Sunday twelve more 
during the morning service and one at the 
evening service, making the total twenty- 
two precious souls. To God we give all 
credit and all praise. Blessed be the name 
of God. We are praying for a great re- 
vival in addition to what has already been 
done. Let the prayers of God’s people be 
with us.—W. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Akersville, Jan. 8—On Dec. 31, after ser- 
mon by pastor at Buck Valley Christian 
church, Scott Bottomfield asked permission 
to read the following:—“Dec. 31, 1916—At 
each anniversary ot the birth of Christ, 
whom God the Father gave to the people 
of the world, because He loved them so, the 
spirit of giving comes into the hearts of 
everybody. Parents make gifts to their 
children, children to their parents, brothers 
to sisters, and sisters to brothers, and 
friends to friends. Why? Because of the 
love they have for them. Now, who could 
be more worthy to be remembered by a 
small gift by the people of a community 
than God’s messenger, who faces the heat 
of the summer and the cold and storms of 
the winter, to tell us about this great Gift 
God gave to us, who gives a helping hand 
to the needy, who prays for the sick and 
dying, and cheers us on our Christian jour- 
ney? Now it affords me great pleasure, my 


dear brother, for our appreciation of your 
services, and for the love and regard we 
have tor one of God’s messengers, to pre- 


sent to you this purse, containing $18.45. 
We hope you will receive it in the spirit 
in which it is given, and wish you a happy 
and prosperous New Year.” The pastor re- 
the and then expressed his 


ceived purse 
highest appreciation of the brethren and 
sisters, who had remembered him in the 
love of the Master, and asked God to bless 
pastor and people together in the New 
Year.—Lewis A. DUVALL, Pastor. 
WISCONSIN 
Pleasant Ridge, Jan. 4—The Pleasant 


Ridge workers are still alive and striving 
to do the Master’s will. Brother Kegley, 
our pastor, assisted by Brother Prosser and 
the writer, also Brother Elder, has been 
holding a series of revival meetings at this 
place, commencing December 10, 1916. The 
first two weeks seemed as though, by the 
way people were so unconcerned, that God 
had forsaken us. But thanks be to His 
holy name that by holding on to God in 
prayer and faith, the third week God did 
answer prayer, when people got concerned 
about their spiritual welfare, and began to 
come to church, and also attending the cot- 
tage prayer-meetings. While we did not 
see aS many sinners repent as we wished 
to see, yet we thank God that the most of 
the members got to a place where God could 
use them. Praise His name for working 
power. We wish especially to make men- 
tion of a prayer-meeting which was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Dobbs, when 
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God some way gave neighbors and friends 
a desire to attend. The people kept coming 
until the house was so full that one could 
hardly find standing room, and every one 
of God’s children that was present seemed 
to be filled with the Spirit of Christ. As 
we began to sing and pray and testify, God 
began to manifest His love for sinners until 
when the last song was sung, two persons 
decided to take Jesus at His word and 
turn from sin to take the strait and nar- 
row way for their pathway of life. May 
God bless them in their daily walk to follow 
Jesus all the way. There were four addi- 
tions to the class, and as the meetings drew 
to a close, members were working in har- 
mony one with another over every opposi- 
tion. People came from far and near, until 
the last night the house was crowded to its 
utmost. We give all the glory to Jesus for 
these meetings, which were the means of 
getting our class in a better working condi- 
tion, which we believe will continue. Our 
prayer is that God may be with us in every 
effort to uphold His cause in this place, and 
also that the richest of His blessings may 
rest and abide with all who are striving to 
do His holy will on earth—Guy BAILEy, 
Church Clerk. 


WYOMING 


Jireh, Jan. 12—The series of revival 
meetings held recently under the direction 
of Rev. W. S. Alexander resulted in great 
good to our cause here and the strengthen- 
ing of the church. There were thirty-one 
additions and nearly all on confession of 
faith. A unanimous vote of appreciation 
was extended Bro. Carl E. Stahl for his 
faithful, conscientious services while our 
pastor and there is much regret that he 
could not remain with us. His new field 
of labor is New Washington, Ohio, as prin- 
cipal of the public high school, and Prof. A. 
R. VanCleave has accepted a call to fill his 
unexpired term here. Since the cold spell 
holidays we have had mild, sunshiny weath- 
er, and the la grippe epidemic has passed 
over. The college basket-ball team is to 
“tackle” Douglas High School in a game 
there the 13th. A deal is about to be closed 
whereby the bank will pass into the control 
of our own people. Prof. Vera V. Van- 
Cleave, of the Music Department of the col- 
lege, is preparing her pupils for a recital 
and musical to be given Friday evening, 
January 19. Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Cortner 
are spending the winter at their old home 
at Farmland, Ind. Governor John B. Ken- 
drick has just recommended in his message 
to the State Legislature that they pass the 
proposed law to submit the question of state- 
wide prohibition to a vote of the people and 
we are hoping for a dry Wyoming in the 
near future. President D. B. Atkinson oc- 
cupied the pulpit last Sunday and delivered 
an inspiring message. It was also announced 
that the Convention offering would be taken 
next Sunday. There is now a lively “scram- 
ble” for more land under a new 640 acre 
homestead act recently passed by Congress 
and it will not be long until every bit of 
land fit for farming or grazing will be 
taken.—L. R. TOWNSEND. 


SEASIDE CHAUTAUQUA AND SCHOOL 
OF METHODS OF THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH 

It is time to plan now for attendance upon 
the next session of the Chautauqua and 
School of Methods. 
set, July 16-22. The committee has been at 
work on the program and the general sec- 
retary is working at the business side of it. 
It is the determination of the management 
to make each year as strong as possible. We 
are expecting the next session will be no 
disappointment to those who attend. -Al- 
ready inquiries are coming as to dates, prob- 
able expenses, program. Those who have 
attended will be there again. That goes 
without saying. Rev. G. D. Eastes has been 
elected assistant general secretary. It is 
our plan to have some different themes pre- 
sented each year, some new voices on the 


The dates have been’ 
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program, to make it well worth the while of 
all who come and cover the various themes 
of Christian service. Here is the place to 
meet some of our very best church workers, 
our representative leaders, and hear the 
best things we are able to get for your 
church and for yourself. 

The committee instructed the general sec- 
retary, S. M. Smith, Dickson Building, Nor- 
folk, Va., to secure a permanent guarantee 
fund of one thousand dollars. The best evi- 
dence of the value of the Chautauqua is 
that after voting to make the fund a per- 
manent fund without repeated solicitation 
each year, $480 was subscribed richt there 
on the grounds by those present. As the 
program nears completion the readers of our 
church papers will be informed of the speak- 
ers and themes. Yes, Miss Hazel Lewis will 
be there again, and the jovial Hermon 
Eldredge, Dr. J. O. Atkinson, and others 
whom I will tell you about later. 

The Chautauqua management has invited 
the Executive Board of The American 
Christian Convention, and the Sunday- 
school Board, to hold their sessions here. Do 
not miss Virginia Beach, July 16-22. 

WARREN H. DENISON, President. 


THE CHURCH TAKING COMMAND 
BY ROY B. GUILD, 


Executive Secretary of the Commission on 
Inter-Church Federations of the 
Federal Council 


A group of men in New York City were 
planning a nation-wide movement. The 
most strongly emphasized phase of the work 
was the creating of public opinion to sup- 
port a world-wide undertaking—“How can 
we get the churches back of this move- 
ment?” Several .religious leaders were 
=e to the conference to answer this ques- 
ion. 

Thus it has been for many years. The 
churches must furnish the money and the 
men for all great undertakings looking to 
the welfare of society. The Church has 
provided the sinews of war, but has not 
directed the use of the same except where 
denominational control has been possible. 

But to-day so many of the splendid things 
being done for communities are outside the 
boundaries of denominations. They fill in 
all the space between. One needs only to 
refer to the great charitable institutions of 
our cities. A more or less irresponsible but 
well intentioned group of individuals, recog- 
nizing a real need in the community, forms 
a committee and starts forth to secure the 
money to meet the need. The money is 
forthcoming; good is done; the church peo- 
ple pay the bills and furnish the officers. 
Then people criticise the churches for doing 
so little while they praise the organizations 
thus maintained. 

This method is splendid as far as it goes, 








Watchword and Truth 


“‘Watchword and Truth” is the name of a splendid 
monthly magazine, devoted to a defense of the truth. 
We have been reading it for twenty-five or more 
years. It does not seek to stand for any particular 
denomination, but it does seek to stand for the truth, 
as given to the Church in the Bible. We commend it 
to our people because it has been a blessing to this 
writer.—From THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 


TIMELY ARTICLES 
On the “Kingdom of God,” the “Second Coming of 
Christ,” “The Church,” “The Bible,” the “Higher 
Criticism,” “Revelation,” ‘Christian Science,” and 
modern cults, are now appearing in 
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Edited by Dr. M. A. Matthews, Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Seattle, and Dr. Robert 
Cameron, Seattle. 
£ :mple Copies Sent on Request. 

Price, $1.00 per year 


WATCHWORD AND TRUTH, 
324 Central Building, 
P. O. Box 1849, Seattle, Wash. 
Please send ‘“‘Watchword and Truth,” at the rate ef 
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but it does not go far enough. The church 
abounds in good works, but too often loses 
its opporttnity to do the best thing because 
it has not accepted the responsibility and 
burden of direction. In many cases it could 
not. The undertaking was too great for any 
one church. 


Fortunately that day is passing in many 
of our cities. The churches are coming into 
their power. Not only do they say, “Re- 
ceive thy sight,” but! they can also say with 
more power, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

The greatest advance made in the last five 
years has been in the discovery of the fact 
that community needs can be cared for by 
churches recognizing their community inter- 
ests. In St. Louis, Missouri, over one hun- 
dred churches are thus banded together. 
When the Associated Bureau of Charities 
is called upon to render assistance to a fam- 
ily, that assistance is given. Most of the 
money is provided by Christians. Then if 
the family is not Hebrew or. Catholic, Mr. 
Clair E. Ames, the secretary of the Feder- 
ation of Churches of St. Louis, is notified. 
At once he sees to it that this family is 
assigned to the church most favorably situ- 
ated to render spiritual help. Everywhere 
the social workers say that food, clothing, 
and shelter will not re-establish a. family. 
Religion is the most vital factor. Let the 
churches so do their work that they may 
not only manifest the spirit of Christ, but 
may name His name to those who are 
helped. 

In the same way the police court is made 
the point of contact with the delinquent boy. 
It is not enough to give money. Constant 
care must be taken to relate the offender to 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Unitedly the 
churches of St. Louis employ a secretary to 
make sure that this is done. 


Social Betterment is a favorite aim with 
Christians—‘He went about doing good.” 
We give millions of money seeking to bring 
in the better day, but turn it over to all 
kinds of organizations, good, bad, and indif- 
ferent, which are outside of the Church. 
Denominational rivalry prevents our giving 
it to any one church and we are too busy 
with our own peculiar interests to share the 
burden. The powerful influence by which 
we would attain to the spiritual conquests 
of society is lost. 


By learning team play the two hundred 
churches of Cleveland, representing twelve 
denominations, were able on one hand to 
persuade the civic forces to eliminate the 
red-light district and on the other hand to 
conduct the simultaneous evangelistic cam- 
paign by which ten thousand and ninety- 
eight members were quietly added to the 
churches in one year. So runs the story in 
the cities which have strong inter-church 
organizations and employ men to give all 
their time to coordinating their efforts. 

A Chamber of Commerce in a great city is 
the expression of the desire of the business 
men of the city to not only furnish the cap- 
ital of great commercial ventures, but also 
to direct its use for the good of the city. To 
insure success, high salaried secretaries are 
engaged. The business men accept the re- 
sponsibility for the future of the city. 

An Inter-Church Federation, well organ- 
ized and having a secretary, is to the relig- 
ious life of the city what the Chamber of 
Commerce is to the business life. Fifteen 
cities now employ such secretaries. The 
church has become the manager as well as 
the provider of the full equipment. 


No! It is not enough for the church to 
generously furnish the money and the men 
for all good undertakings. It must not do 
less, but something more. The “something 
more” is direct control through organized 
cooperation. It must accept the responsibil- 
ity of doing the WHOLE task that in the 
end it may say to the one it has helped in 
humble service, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” 
or “Follow Him.” While much must be done, 
as at present, in the efforts to serve human- 
ity, it is the plain duty of the church to be 
so related to this work so as to secure the 
greatest spiritual results. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (23) 


FIGURES OF THE BILLY SUNDAY 
BOSTON MEETING 
Brother A. S. Lynn, Orient, Iowa, fur- 
nishes us the following admirable array of 
the figures showing oi the Billy Sunday 
meeting in Boston: 


THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY OF TRAIL HITTING AT TABERNACLE 








Yesterday 
SNE MONI a ier ass Uamavdedwececee 102 
PUG SIS. Fo Sa cawaveccseccsveswececs 530 
Se, Eg BAG entiad da cv beenencbeeeebar 632 
PURE GUINUNON 8 Fickinas ¢idaceciwesdetecdns 38,777 
OE oie, oo nie iin cece ta davcegune 39,409 
Comparative Figures 
DLS cvas Gus cvbac Ceehes Whdncdveew hone teas 39,409 
DE Pi'vctadincckade vedexcseauebennee 23,165 
PIC ies bed wktwenadee ns Sausrarante 20,646 
SE 2c: 0.65 belendide daueagldeednededecwn 15,601 
PIG « 6s ec ccced suvsdicuad cucne@adaee ena 20,963 
*Total for campaign. 

ATTENDANCE AT SUNDAY MEETINGS 
Aftermoom WIStINGE «osc ccccecsccscsescosss 4,000 
SVG PRGGIIE oc cccccccwosecernsesuqnads 12,000 

NN Be GN 6 au 6.d roku aden coceeredeunaes 16,000 
PUOUIOUD BHONGRMED. 2 civic a vecccrecevicenee 1,093,500 
OGOE 0 I ies cde beckoweds cdapenedacee 1,109,500 


COLLECTIONS AT THE SUNDAY TABERNACLE 
Yesterday 
re ME A ake dieueetatecndanes $ 220.32 
PRVGGNG DAGNCII 6. 6 5k 05.0 cic tccnvetecdiée 849.96 
is OM PERE CURE RCT re eee $ 1,070.18 
POGUINOE GTI. go's dicccctecdcceasee econ 74,441.52 








TROON CG GND 6c cack caentdsesenecsitcces $75,511.70 


COMPARATIVE FIGURES 
The collections for the first forty-six days in other 
cities where Sunday has campaigned, compared with 
the first forty-six days of the Boston campaign, are: 


PE a care cacégu co kbveedebacivetedsncued $75,511.70 
TP cclcsckenesdetedseeenveseges 54,684.59 
PINON, Sak d env ce g uses ceteodescretsncasen 61,405.30 
COMMONS CUEF ve secccccncevcesccsusesounes 74,844.83 
PEN iccnd cade tddetioacssecrcsseseues 48,290.55 
COPE Gow biden sci sted s vce ce vensccuswess Ce 

*Collections ended, except on Sundays and final 
thank-offering for Sunday. 

**Campaign closed. Total includes thank-offering 
for Sunday of $32,000, and $5,049.84 for charities. 


***Campaign closed. Total includes thank-offering 
and various sums to charity. 


A BAPTIST’S VIEW OF “PUBLIC ACTIV- 
ITIES OF J. J. SUMMERBELL” 


Rev. T. H. Scammon, Free Baptist pastor, 
writes in Granite State News: 

This book, just off the presses of The 
Christian Publishing Association, is the 
work of Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, D. D., 
pastor of the Christian church of Wolfeboro. 
It deserves our attention for this reason 
if for no other. But there are many other 
reasons. It is interesting, it is instructive, 
it is inspiring. It is a brief biography of 
the compiler’s father. It contains ten chap- 
ters besides the preface and these are ten 
vivid word paintings of one notable man. 
They are by ten different writers and hence 
from as many different angles. 

The preface is Dr. Summerbell’s own lov- 
ing tribute to his great father. It is de- 
lightfully written and tells a great deal in 
a few words. It is modest, but a beautiful 
exhibition of obedience to the fifth com- 
mandment. 

The first chapter upon the Summerbell 
family is by Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D. 
This will be of especial interest to students 
of the force of heredity, for it shows how 
the strong religious conviction of the pro- 
genitor of the family in this country has 
been passed on down through all the genera- 
tions to the present. The author of the 
chapter says in his inimitable way that the 
family is principally distinguished for hav- 
ing a strong religious inclination, a tenden- 
cy toward literary pursuits, for having a 
preponderance of girls in its homes, and for 
the number of leaders whom it has con- 
tributed to the gospel ministry. As one 
reads the chapter he sees how very true the 
first two and last of these are while the 
writer’s own family finely illustrates the 
truth of the third. 

The second chapter, entitled “The Gospel 
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MATTHEW HENRY’S 
BIBLE COMMENTARY 


SPECIAL NET PRICE $8.00 


Delivery Extra 


Six large 8vo. volumes bound in durable 
cloth. New Large Type Edition. 





“Biblical students who are most familiar 
with the very best commentaries of this gen- 
eration are most able to appreciate the un- 
fading freshness, the clear analysis, the 
spiritual force, the quaint humor, and the 
evangelical richness of Matthew Henry’s Ex- 
position of the Old and New Testaments. 
Ever since we have been engaged in the 
work of the ministry we have found our ap- 
preciation of this work increasing with our 
years.”—The N. Y. Observer. 


“There is nothing to be compared with old 
Matthew Henry’s Commentary for pungent 
and practical applications of the teachings 
of the text.”—The S. S. Times. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


Cor. Fifth and Ludlow Sts., Dayton, 0. 








Minister,” is valuable not alone for what it 
tells concerning the subject of the sketch, 
but for its valuable thoughts upon the mean- 
ing of the gospel and the ministry. The 
third chapter, upon “Tne Pastor and 
Preacher,” has an interest all its own which 
the reader will soon discover for himself. The 
other chapters are, “The Orator,” “The 
Theologian,” “The Author,” “The Church 
Official,’ “The Editor,” “The College Lec- 
turer,” “The Man and Leader.” These show 
how very versatile the man was. While 
the whole is by eleven different men includ- 
ing the compiler, yet the account is consist- 
ent throughout. The men agree in their 
estimates of the one concerning of whom 
they write. They describe him as each knew 
him best. 

The book came to me at a time when I 
was so busy I felt I could not read anything 
beyond my necessary studies. But curiosity 
prompted me to open the book and begin the 
preface. The result was that I laid aside 
everything else until I had read it about 
half through. The preface held me by its 
delightful descriptions and made me want to 
read more about the man it aims to intro- 
duce to the reader. 

T. H. ScAMMoON. 


A FAREWELL SERVICE TO REV. E. D. 
HAMMOND 


The Palestine Pearl, Palestine, IIl., 
in the first issue in the New Year, gives 
quite a glowing account of a farewell serv- 
ice to Dr. Hammond, who was leaving Pal- 
estine to accept a charge near Lebanon, O. 
It reads: 

Sunday evening the regular services were 
dismissed in order that a union service 


might be held in honor and appreciation of 
Rev. E. D. Hammond, who leaves this week 
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Tue HerAtp or Gospet LisertYy is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 
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anon, Ohio, where he will enter into 
field of labor. 

The service was one of the most impres- 
sive of the kind we have ever attended and 
Bro. Hammond has reason to feel that his 
work while with us has not been in vain. 
He has made many friends while here, and 
the great ovation given him by the several 
churches collectively, all being of different 
denominations from the one which he re- 
presents, bears testimony of his sincerity 
in the work of the Master and of his disin- 
clination toward church prejudice. 

An extensive program of music had been 
arranged by Dr. Hughes, of the Presby- 
terian Church, and about an hour was con- 
sumed by this part of the service to the en- 
joyment of the great audience. The exact 
capacity of the new Christian Church might 
have been determined had any one taken 
the trouble to count, as the large building 
was packed to its fullest capacity. 

Bro. Hammond’s discourse was very in- 
teresting, being not only very well and ably 
handled, but also on a new theme which 
made it doubly interesting. 

Bro. Hammond said among other things, 
“I deeply appreciate this expression of my 
fellow townsmen and my brother ministers, 
among whom I have lived for three years 
while pastor of two. country churches, Oak 
Grove and Pleasant View, two of the best 
churches in all the regions of Southern 
Illinois. But I consider this expression of 
yours as an act out of the ordinary and can 
only be accounted for by the fact that these 
brethren here and the speaker have lived 
in sweet Christian fellowship. 

“But, as this is New Year’s Eve, I wish 
to bring to you a New Year’s message. I 
shall base my thought upon the incomplete 
advise of one of Job’s friends who said, ‘We 
are of yesterday.’ This was the philosophy 
prevalent at that time against which Job’s 
faith had to contend. We build our lives 
from the past: the to-morrow is unexplored 
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territory for the character building. Hence 
the vast amount of ancestral worship. The 
Messianic hope grew slowly because it 
turned the eye to the future, which for a long 
time had been upon the past. Faith, hope, 
and love are fed from the springs of the un- 
seen and the unknown. They are the laws 
that touch all the forces of to-morrow; they 
live in to-morrow and yield us rich fruitage 
to be mixed with our half realized expecta- 
tions in our experiences of yesterday. He 
lives only a half life who lives only in his 
yesterdays. Christ lifted the poor, weary, 
broken world about Him with hope in to- 
morrow. He lifted the veil and told them 
of the rich things awaitirg the faithful in 
the future. He walked in the yesterdays, 
but breathed his life out of the pure atmos- 
phere of to-morrow. So out of the twain 
there was made one new man. He was sure 
of the divine, eternal laws of to-morrow, 
and it was his meat and drink to seek the 
aid of those laws. I implore you to live 
the life of 1917, not only from a knowl- 
edge of 1916, but in the hopes and expecta- 
tions of 1918.” 

At the close of the sermon each pastor 
after indulging in some pleasantries at Bro. 
Hammond’s expense, spoke kindly of the 
sincere friendship that was more than mere 
talk. They told how he had cleared away 
many obstructions and had thrown roses 
in their paths. 





Marriages 


ROGERS—BRATTON.—Calvin E. Rogers and Bessie 
Bratton, assistant chorister and pianist of Antioch 
church, Clinton, Co., Indiana, were united in mar- 
riage at the home of the bride’s parents, near Frank- 
fort, Ind., Jan. 4, 1917, CLARENCE DEFUR. 

BAILEY--MORGAN.—On Dee. 25, 1916, at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Bailey, in town of 
Sylvan, Richland Co., Wis., a quiet wedding took 
place when their son, Marion, was united in mar- 
viage to Miss Nora Morgan, of Bloom City, Wis. 
Ceremony was performed by Guy Bailey, in the pres- 


ence of a few close relatives and friends. 





Obituaries 


HENRY B. CONKLIN was born in Kirkwood, 
Broom County, N. Y., March 19, 1872, and died in 
the Moses Taylor Hospital in Scranton, Pa., December 
24, 1916. He leaves a wife, three sons, three daugh- 
ters. and four brothers, and many friends. Services 


by the writer. Interment in Kirkwood Cemetery. 
J. O. Porrer. 
SIMEON D. COLLIER 
Simeon -D. Collier was born August 13, 1849, and 


died at his home, near Greenfield, Dade County, Mis- 
souri, December 14, 1916. He was a Christian preach- 
er for twenty-nine years, and was president of the 
May God 
and five children. 

CARTER DEWEESE. 


North Missouri Conference for ten years. 


bless the bereaved widow 





Official Information 


NOTICE 

At the annual meeting of the members of the 
church, permission was granted to Rev. Robert L. 
Downing, the actor-evangelist, now the pastor of the 
Christian church, Aquidneck, Newport, R._ I. 
to accept a limited number of engagements for re- 
vival work, between November and April. Any pas- 
to desiring his help can communicate at once above 
address. For further information, as to where I 
have worked, ete., I refer them to the Bureau of 
Evangelism and Social Service, or direct to the above 
address. Rosert L. DowNINec. 


MEETING OF THE EDUCATIONAL BOARD 

The Educational Board of The American Christian 
Convention will meet in The Christian Publishing 
Association Building, Dayton, Ohio, Tuesday, Jan. 
23, at nine a. m., and will continue in session until 
all businezs to come before it shall have been trans- 
acted. All matters for the consideration of the Board 
must be in the hands of the Secretary of the De- 
partment by Saturday, January 20, if directed to 
Providence, and by the 23d, if directed to The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

WILLIAM G. SARGENT, 
Chairman and Secretary. 
11 Rutland St., Providence, R. I. 
HucH A. Sir, Clerk. 
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DEATH OF MRS. W. W. STALEY 


Mrs. Martha F. Staley, beloved wife of 
Rev. W. W. Staley, D. D., died at the Lake- 
view Hospital, Suffolk, Va., January 4, 1917, 
after an illness covering many months, in- 
deed, she had been in frail health for years. 
Through all these months and years of suf- 
fering, she bore up bravely and patiently, 
till the end came peacefully. For several 
days she was speechless, but conscious. 

Mrs. Staley was Miss Martha F. Pearce, 
of Franklin County, N. C., and a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pearce, two of thé 
most substantial citizens of the Old North 
State. As a girl she grew up on the farm, 
but was educated and well trained for her 
life work. The family was made up of de- 
voted Christians and long and faithful 
friends of the Christian Church. Mrs. 
Staley first met her husband at one of the 
annual sessions of the North Carolina and 
Virginia Christian Conference, while he was 
yet a ministerial student. 

Mrs. Staley was a descendant of the 
Huguenots of France. Abigail Suarre, or 
Sugan, was the first white woman to cross 
the Roanoke River and to settle in North 
Carolina. Mrs. Staley was a descendant of 
this lady and was connected with some of 
the most prominent families of the State, 
and was herself a woman of rare qualities 
of mind and heart. One thing character- 
ized her life as a wife—she always put the 
work of her husband as a minister of the 
gospel ahead of her own personal interests. 
She was the mother of three daughters: 
Bessie (now Mrs. Thomas F. Cheatham), of 
Roxboro, N. C.; Miss Annie Staley, and 
Willie (now Mrs. Ben. T. Holden), of Louis- 
burg. Mrs. Rebecca Pearce, the mother of 
Mrs. Staley, now in her ninety-fifth year, is 
one of the best read women of the South and 
still interested in the current questions of 
the day and a constant reader of current 
literature. 

Funeral services were conducted in the 
Christian church at Suffolk, on Friday 
afternoon, conducted by Rev. I. W. John- 
son, D. D. Twelve of the ministers of the 
community and adjoining sections were 
present and gave such assistance as was 
necessary. On Saturday morning the re- 
mains were taken to the old home near 
Franklinton, N. C., where, on Sunday, Jan- 
uary 7, the final services were held in Oak 
Level church, her home church, conducted 
by Rev.. W. S. Long, D. D., LL. D., of 
Chapel Hill, N. C., assisted by Rev. J. L. 
Foster, Waverly, Va., Rev. W. D. Harward, 
D. D., Dendron, Va., Rev. W. G. Clements, 
Morrisville. N. C., Rev. J. O. Atkinson, 
D. D., Elon College, N. C., and Rev. J. W. 
Holt, Burlington, N. C. To the bereaved 
husband and his grief-stricken family the 
sympathy of a large circle of friends will be 
lovingly given. ARC. 


OUR LATEST BOOK 


The “Public Activities of J. J. Summer- 
bell” is a modest but attractive volume. Its 
writers have been generous in their appre- 
ciation, yet have written with the restraint 
which their subject would have wished them 
to exercise. The brief foreword of the ed- 
itor, and the delightful sketch of the Sum- 
merbell family by Dr. Martyn Summerbell 
are of especial interest. Rarely is so much 
valuable historical material crowded into so 
small a space, without seeming effort at con- 
densation. The book is a beautiful memo- 
rial, happily conceived and well wrought 
out. OLIVER W. POWERS. 








LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 
N. SUMMERBELL 
Edited by J. J. Summerbell 

A large 670-page book, containing life, 
writings, and quotations from the sayings 
of this eminent clergyman. Fully indexed. 
Regular price, $3.00. Present price, $1.50 

per volume. Postage, 15c extra. 
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